MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20th MAY 2009

Present: Councillors Bryant, Garfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Stokell (Vice Chairman in the Chair) and Webb.

14.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dangerfield, Ninnmey, Sennington and Smith 
15.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, A Goodwin and Savage declared a personal interest in items 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 23, 24 and 25 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Bryant declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/ 0657 in view of her involvement with the applicant.


The Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in item 20 as a Governor of the Orwell High School.


Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial in item 19 as a member of the Bethesda Baptist Church.

16.
MINUTES OF 6TH MAY 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th May, 2009 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

17.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 7th MAY 2009

C09/0665 – Erection of rear extension at 17 Kemsley Road, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation.

C09/0404 – Insertion of upvc replacement windows to first floor flat at Flat 9, Felix Court, Sea Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval with proviso that the replacement windows and glazing pattern replicate to the best of the applicant’s ability what is being replaced. 


C09/0657 – Erection of a single storey rear extension at 1 Thurston Court, Felixstowe. 

Following her declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Bryant left the room during consideration of this item

Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation in view of the impact on the ground floor North West facing windows of 28 Nayland Road.

18.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 14th MAY 2009

C09/1590 – Erection of 1,8m high close boarded fence with concrete posts, in lieu of existing hedge at 64 Links Avenue, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.


C09/0686 – Erection of single storey extension at 114 Ranelagh Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.  However, we would prefer, if possible, to see a lower pitch to the roof if this is achievable.


C09/0711 – Erection of conservatory at 38 Seaton Road, Felixstowe

Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation.

19.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 23.04.09 to 29.04.09.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

20.
PLANNING APPLICATION FOR A MULTI USE GAMES AREA 15X30X3m LOCATED IN EXISTING PLAY AREA AT ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL, MAIDSTONE ROAD, FELIXSTOWE

Following her declaration of a prejudicial interest the Clerk left the room during consideration of this item

Members considered a letter from the Scrutiny and Monitoring Section, Suffolk County Council concerning the above application.  The letter stated:

“ I note the Town Council’s recommendation is to approve the proposal subject to two conditions.  I have addressed the conditions outlined in your correspondence below.

Fence Height  

The Town Council recommends that the proposed 3m fence height be increased to 4m on the side adjacent to properties on Maidstone Road. 

The proposed 3m high fence is in accordance with the manufacturers specifications and is the standard fence height for Multi Use Games Area’s (MUGA’s). A 3m fence has been installed at other schools with MUGA’s i.e. Thurleston High School.

An existing 1.8m high timber solid fence currently separates the school from the residential properties on Maidstone Road.  The proposed 3m high fence is considered high enough to contain balls without creating unnecessary shading or bulk along this boundary.

The school has undertaken consultation with residents on Maidstone Road before lodging the planning application.  I have also directly notified the owner and occupiers of these properties and have not received any objections to date.

Hours of Use
The Town Council recommends that use of the MUGA be restricted to supervised school hours.  I have discussed the intended use with the school’s Director of Corporate Services who advises that the school is locked after hours however any student who has access to the school may use the facilities.  The Director stated that she does anticipate high after hours use of the MUGA.  Football games and competitions are supervised and held on the school’s playing fields on the northern part of the site.

As noted above I have not received any objections to date for the proposal. “

Members carefully considered this letter.  It was agreed that the Town Council should respond to Scrutiny & Monitoring Development Section, Suffolk County Council stating that the Plans Committee had reconsidered the application in the light of the information in the letter.   It was now prepared to accept the three metre high fence in view of the information in the letter.  It would request that any use of the multi use games area should be under supervision in order to protect the amenity of local residents.   
21.
HARVEST HOUSE CHIMNEYS

Members considered a letter from Harvest House Limited concerning application C07/0969.  The letter stated  “As your may be aware, in 2007 Harvest House Limited applied for Listed Building Consent, under application C07/0969/LBC, to demolish two chimney stacks on Harvest House.

This arose from advice, including a verbal opinion from a ten Building Control Officer of the Suffolk Coastal District Council, that the structures were potentially unsafe, especially in conditions of high winds.  Collapse of those chimneys would give rise to risk of damage and injury to property and persons, including the general public, using Cobbold Road.

While initially wishing only to demolish and cap the reduced chimneys, the Directors were required by the Planning Authority (and we understand the Town Council’s view was sought on this, as is usual) to rebuild the chimneys as a condition of the Consent given.  The first of these chimneys (on the east side of the building) was taken down and rebuilt in 2008.  To find the finance to achieve this, a planned overhaul of the passenger lift serving the building had to be postponed.  This put the house at risk of a complete failure of the lift which would result in difficulty for many elderly residents gaining access to their flats.

The lift has now reached a state where its overhaul cannot be postponed further and the work (at a cost of £47,000) has had to be included in this year’s planning.

We also now have to address the question of the other chimney requiring attention.  This chimney overhangs Cobbold Road, on the north wing of Harvest House, and has been restrained by a tie bar for a number of years.  Its collapse would be onto Cobbold Road, putting at risk the general public and passage along the road.

The cost of access, demolition and rebuilding of this structure is approximately £24,000, of which scaffold constitutes the major part, but the cost relating to rebuilding the chimney amounts to approximately £6,500.

The Directors are determined to maintain the building to the best possible standard, and to retain its character.  Indeed they and the residents take their responsibility to maintain Harvest House very seriously.  However, all the residents of Harvest House are retired and on fixed incomes, and some are questioning the amounts they have to contribute to pay for what is now a purely decorative feature of the building (all chimneys are redundant to their original use), however iconic the buildings may be.  Residents feel that this north chimney, even if retained and rebuilt, would arguably continue to pose a threat over Cobbold Road, given that the road is a primary route to the beach at Undercliffe Road East, and that the volume of traffic along this road has dramatically increased since the building was constructed in 1903.

It is understood that the Town Council expressed views to the Planning Authority wishing to retain the chimney.  In the light of this therefore, and for reasons given above, including the fact that the building is one of the “Places of Interest” in Felixstowe, we are writing to request that the Council make a contribution to the cost of rebuilding the chimney, reflecting the Councillors’ desire to retain such features of the building.

We have never before made such a request, but feel the circumstances here are exceptional, given arguably a public concern (ie the chimney being above a public highway) and we look forward to a favourable municipal response, balancing the interests of the building, its classification, and the safety of the public, including visitors and residents.”

Members agreed that a response should be sent to Harvest House Limited explaining that the Town Council did not have the power or the resources to contribute to the repair of private dwellings. 
22.
STOUR & ORWELL ESTUARY FORUM

Members considered an invitation from the Stour & Orwell Estuary Forum to attend a meeting on the 26th June.  It was agreed that the Chairman would represent Felixstowe Town Council at this meeting.

23.
UNTIDY SITE 1999/7

Members noted a letter from the Environmental Health Officer, Suffolk Coastal District Council stating that the managers of the above property had been reminded of their duties under the House in Multiple Occupation Management Regulations.  

24.
NOTICE OF INTENT TO CARRY OUT TREE WORK WITHIN A CONSERVATION AREA IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 211 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999– 1 CHEVALIER ROAD, FELIXSTOWE

Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on a T1 Tree of Heaven to fell the tree and T2 Laburnum tree crown reduce. 

25.
APPLICATION TO CARRY OUT WORK TO A TREE (S) PROTECTED BY A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 198 OF THE TOWN AND PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999


Members noted a letter from Suffolk Coastal District Council informing Felixstowe Town Council that an application had been made to carry out pruning back branches by 2-3 metres on the south west side on the tree only at land between 15 and 19 Picketts Road, Felixstowe and it had been granted.
