MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25th FEBRUARY 2009

Present:  Councillors Smith (Chairman), Garfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington, Stokell and Webb.
416.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield and Ninnmey
417.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 418, 419, 420, 421, 422, 423 and 425 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/0180 as a trader in Felixstowe Town Centre.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/0156 as the owner of property in the vicinity of the application site.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/0236 as a friend of a near neighbour of the site. 

418.
MINUTES OF 11TH FEBRUARY 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th February, 2009 previously circulated to members, were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

419.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 12th FEBRUARY 2009


C09/0175 – Erection of new storage building at proposed storage unit, Carr Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.


C09/0176 – Change of use of part of ground floor to tea room (resubmission) at Fishermans Haul, The Ferry, Felixstowe.  

We recommend refusal because, whilst the concept of new café facilities at Felixstowe Ferry is attractive, based on AP39 (i) this application is seriously detrimental to the residential amenity of adjacent properties as it is indicated that the external decking in the rear garden would be part of the facility.  Additionally, the proposed ramp at the front of the property would eliminate at least one parking space in an already congested area.    


C09/0180 – Installation of new shop fronts and blocking up existing windows to enable subdivision of retail unit into two at 47 – 51 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.  

(Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Webb left the room during consideration of this item)


The Town Council is very concerned at the loss of one of the largest retail spaces in Felixstowe.  Our understanding for many years has been that major retailers have been discouraged from locating in Felixstowe because of the lack of larger units.  We believe that this was a factor in the recent controversy about Next potentially locating at Haven Exchange and we would ask Suffolk Coastal District Council fully to investigate this aspect.


In the context of the application as presented regarding the two shop fronts in the Conservation Area, we believe the proposal is unacceptable particularly in regard to unit two to the South which will be in stark contrast to much better quality refurbishment of the Northern unit.


It is also highly regrettable to see a large area of first floor space proposed as void, thus removing its potential as either residential or commercial space.     

C09/0165 – Erection of two-storey pitched roof extension to side of dwelling at 

24 Runnacles Way, Felixstowe.  
Recommend approval.

C09/0156 – Erection of single-storey rear extension at 102 St. Andrew’s Road, Felixstowe.  
(Following her declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor A Goodwin left the room during consideration of this item)


Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation.


C09/0148 – Erection of extension and insertion of window into north-west elevation at Cadet Centre, Adastral Close, Felixstowe.  
Recommend approval.

C09/0154 – Retention of 1.9 metre weatherboard boundary fence (as proposed modification at Cliff Road end) (resubmission of C08/2084) at 95 Cliff Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

420. SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING  19TH FEBRUARY 2009  

C09/0160 – Retention of ground and first floor extensions as built at Sea Bank, The Ferry, Felixstowe.  

Recommend approval.

C09/0236 – Amendments to planning permission C07/2080 to increase the number of care rooms from 9 to 10 and to retain the extension as built incorporating alterations to the design (including an increase in the width of the rear extension by one metre, the rebuilding of the former garage and alterations to its roof form and fenestration changes) at 7 Mill Lane, Felixstowe.  

Following her declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor A Goodwin left the room during consideration of this item.

Recommend refusal.  From the information supplied to us it appears that the new submitted drawing does not accord with the new as built form.   There appears to be a clear discontinuity in the angle of the line of the new wall which is not shown on the drawing.   The built form is clearly unacceptable for the neighbour’s amenity.  In the Design and Access statement there is a discrepancy between the statement that the changes to the garage had “no external impact” and the separate statement that the existing garage was “demolished and rebuilt”. 

We would ask that a Stop Notice be immediately made.  We ask for this because of the major problems of residential amenity for the neighbour in relation to maintenance, access and drainage which result from the new as built form.  During the period of the Stop Notice we would ask the Director of Planning Services to re examine all the planning history of the site to ensure that the residential amenity of the neighbour is protected and that the structure as built is in accordance with the Planning Consent.  
421.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 02.02.09 to 04.02.09.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

422.
FIRST REVIEW OF SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN – LOWESTOFT NESS TO FELIXSTOWE LANDGUARD POINT KEY STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOPS

It was agreed that the Clerk would attend the Stakeholder Workshop concerning the review of the shoreline management plan to be held on 3rd April 2009. 
423.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS C05/1723 – LAND BETWEEN ORFORD ROAD, LANGER ROAD AND MANOR TERRACE, SOUTH SEA FRONT, FELIXSTOWE – CONSTRUCTION OF 158 DWELLINGS WITH GARAGES AND PARKING SPACES, MARITIME PARK, PLAY AREA, GARDENS AND PUBLIC CAR PARK 


Members noted the comments of the Suffolk Preservation Society concerning the above planning application.

424.
FELIXSTOWE SOUTH – PROPOSED CONSERVATION AREA


Members noted the comments of the Suffolk Preservation Society concerning the proposed Conservation Area.

425.
NOTICE OF INTENT TO CARRY OUT TREE WORK WITHIN A CONSERVATION AREA IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 211 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999 – ST FELIX ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, GAINSBOROUGH ROAD, FELIXSTOWE

Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on a T1 Leylandii to fell the tree and remove stump and roots. 

