MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25th MARCH 2009

Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bryant, Dangerfield, Garfield, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington, Stokell and Webb.

470.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 472, 473, 474 and 475 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.


Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/0414 as the owner of properties in the vicinity of the application site.

Councillor A Goodwin declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/0360 as a member of the congregation of the Bethesda Baptist Church. 


Councillor Dangerfield declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/0353 as a close relative of the neighbour of the site.


Councillor Bryant declared a personnel interest in application C09/0422 as a member of the Children’s Centre Committee.

471.
MINUTES OF 11TH MARCH 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th March, 2009 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

472.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 12th MARCH 2009


C09/0379 – Erection of single storey rear extension at 41 Cobbold Road, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval subject to:

a. Neighbour consultation
b. Specifically the new extension complying with SPG16.  The drawing apparently shows an open glazed veranda on the neighbouring property and there would therefore be a consequent loss of light to this property. 

C09/0353 – Erection of single storey rear extension at 55 Ranelagh Road, Felixstowe.

Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Dangerfield left the room during consideration of this item.


Recommend approval.
C09/0359 – Proposed 2 storey extension to side of property.  Pitched hipped roof with 2 no. dormer window at 43 Western Avenue, Felixstowe.

 
Recommend approval.

C09/0167 – Replacement of window on southern elevation at Flat 19, Martello Place, Golf Road, Felixstowe.

We have no objection to the replacement window in UPVC.  However, we believe that the glazing bar arrangement should match both the existing window and the floor below.

C09/0265 – Use of land for the erection of building comprising restaurant and retail space on ground floor with 2 holiday lets and 15 residential units above utilising the existing access from Cavendish Road (Existing building on ground floor to be demolished) at Former North Sea Hotel, 7 Sea Road, Felixstowe.
We accept the general principle of this development.  However, the regeneration of the resort should be the main priority in considering this application.  The retention and reprovision of bed spaces is a major long term objective of the regeneration of the resort.  This site has the potential for redevelopment for hotel accommodation and this needs to be considered.  

We have the following detailed comments concerning this application:

1. A very high standard of design is required on this prominent location, which is potentially within a Conservation Area.     

2. There must be provision to the required standard for affordable accommodation.

3. The neighbouring properties in Granville Road should be protected from overlooking.

4. Cavendish Road is significantly narrower than Granville Road and therefore Granville Road should be used as the main access to the site.

5. Adequate access to the site needs to be provided for refuse collection and for deliveries to the proposed restaurant and shops.

6. There should be adequate provision for the new three bin recycling system.

7. There should be provision for laundry drying.

8. Parking should include dedicated spaces for the holiday accommodation.

9. We have considered the flood risk assessment which we believe to be adequate.

C09/0339 – Application to vary conditions 11 of planning permission C94/0770 to remove the time restrictions imposed by the condition in relation to the manoeuvring of goods vehicle at Proposed Unit 11, Haven Exchange, Felixstowe.

The design of this site has always been constrained by the proximity on higher ground of the near by residential properties and also by the proximity of the caravan site.  Condition 11 was designed specifically to preclude over night operations and we therefore strongly recommend refusal for this application.

We note that Condition 4 of planning permission C07/2087 stated:

“   There shall be no parking or operation of refrigerated vehicles on the site, unless an area for the parking of such vehicles has been agreed in writing with the local planning authority”
However, the noise report concerning this current application states in paragraph 7.3 :

“Chiller Units

Some containers will arrive with chiller units fitted.  The parking of chiller units on the site is permitted within the existing permission, subject only to agreement on where chiller units may be parked.  Any chiller unit would need to comply with the strict noise levels already imposed under condition 09, and no further consideration is required. “

It is therefore unclear to us whether permission exists for the use of chiller units and we ask that this be clarified.

473.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 19th MARCH 2009
C09/0423 – Application to vary condition 7 of Planning Permission C97/1400 to remove the time restrictions imposed by condition in relation to the manoeuvring of goods vehicles at Land at Haven Exchange, Walton Avenue, Felixstowe.

The design of this site has always been constrained by the proximity on higher ground of the near by residential properties and also by the proximity of the caravan site.  Condition 7 was designed specifically to preclude over night operations and we therefore strongly recommend refusal for this application.

C09/0424 – Erection of new dwelling including access at Part side garden, 67 Tomline Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C09/0422 – Erection of first floor accommodation for offices and facilities at 26 Beach Station, Felixstowe 

Recommend approval.

C09/0414 – Insertion of replacement windows (Flat 1 and Flat 2) at 29 Felix Road, Felixstowe.

Following her declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor A Goodwin left the room during consideration of this item.

We have no objection in principle to the replacement of these windows by UPVC but the design must be such that it either replaces the originals or is appropriate to the Conservation Area.

We note that the schedule does not state the Conservation Area status of this site. 
C09/0401 – The erection of two screen walls to sides of house (max height 2.8m) at 17 Brook Lane, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C09/0402 – Erection of replacement garage at 9 Links Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation.

C09/0360 – Erection of from and side extensions at Bethesda Baptist Church, Cavendish Road, Felixstowe.

Following her declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor A Goodwin left the meeting at this point. 

Recommend refusal for this unsympathetic extension to a prominent and significant building.

474.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN FELIXSTOWE TO BE CONSIDERED BY SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT CONTROL SOUTH SUB COMMITTEE ON 2nd APRIL  2009 

Members noted that the following planning application was to be considered at the meeting of the Development South Sub Committee on 2nd April 2009.

Application No: C09/0236

Proposal: Amendments to planning permission C07/2280 to increase the number of care rooms from 9 to 10 and to retain the extension as built incorporating alterations to the design (including an increase in the width of the rear extension by one metre, the rebuilding of the former garage and alterations to its roof form and fenestration changes).

Location: 7 Mill Lane, Felixstowe.

Members noted the importance of the issues surrounding this application and agreed that Councillor Savage would represent the Town Council at the Development Control Meeting. 

475.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 19.02.09 to 02.03.09.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.


Members noted with concern that two applications had received a decision contrary to the Town Council’s recommendation without reference to the  Development Control Sub Committee.  The Clerk was asked to write to the Director of Planning Services concerning this issue. 

476.
SUFFOLK COAST AGAINST RETREAT (SCAR) AGM

Members noted that the Annual General Meeting of SCAR would take place the following weekend.

