MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 29TH JULY 2009

Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman) Bryant, Dangerfield, Jon Garfield, A. Goodwin and Stokell.

In Attendance: Councillor Jan Garfield
145.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington and Webb 
146.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield A. Goodwin and Smith declared a personal interest in items 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 158 and 159 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Smith declared a prejudicial interest in planning application C09/1063 as a friend of the applicant.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in item 159 as the owner of a taxi company in Felixstowe.

147.
MINUTES OF 15th JULY 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th July, 2009 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

148.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 16th JULY 2009
C09/1063 – Erection of wrap around fascia replacing existing fascia which comprised Bronze letters at 173 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.
(Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Smith left the room during consideration of this item)

Recommend approval.  We would like to see the fascia sign restricted to a depth so that it sits neatly under the soldier course of brickwork as per the photograph attached with the wording “Proposed new fascia style – picture purely for guidance and colouring only.  Wording on the fascia will be different.”
149.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 23RD JULY 2009


C09/1095 – Erection of side extension at 1 Bacton Lodge, Bacton Road, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.

150.
FIRST REVIEW OF SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN – LOWESTOFT NESS TO FELIXSTOWE LANDGUARD POINT – PUBLIC CONSULTATION   

Members considered the public consultation concerning the First Review of the Shoreline Management Plan – Lowestoft Ness to Felixstowe Landguard Point.  It was agreed that the Town Council should respond welcoming the plans for Felixstowe in particular (PDZ 7) and also endorse the policy for the mouth of the Deben (PDZ 6).  The policy for the Felixstowe frontage was “hold the line” apart from the seaward side of the Landguard peninsula which was “management realignment”.  The policy for the Deben estuary was “hold the line”.

151.
ADVANCE WARNING – LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK CORE STRATEGY CONSULTATION  


Members noted a letter from Suffolk Coastal District Council stating that proposed changes to the Core Strategy had now been considered by the cabinet.  They had agreed a further round of consultation on changes to the housing distribution.  There was no change to the overall number of new dwellings to be provided between the present time and 2025.  However, adjustments were being proposed as to the numbers allocated to each settlement type.  The more significant adjustments related to the major centres and market towns with minor adjustments to the key and local service centres.


The consultation was likely to commence in early September 2009 and run for no more that eight weeks.


Members discussed the mechanism for the Town Council’s response to the Core Strategy Consultation.  It was agreed that the Town Council should consider the strategy at an Extraordinary Meeting in a large venue so that as many members of the public as possible could be accommodated.  There should be an extended public speaking time as part of the meeting.  Preferably the meeting should be held at the Orwell High School if the main hall were available.  The meeting should take place towards the end of the consultation period in order to allow members of the Council maximum time to consult with their constituents.  It was also agreed that Suffolk Coastal District Council should be asked to provide a members briefing on a date prior to the Extraordinary Meeting.

152.
C09/0339 – PROPOSED UNIT 11. HAVEN EXCHANGE, FELIXSTOWE.  APPLICATION TO VARY CONDITION 11 OF PLANNING PERMISSION C94/0070 TO REMOVE THE TIME RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED BY THE CONDITION IN RELATION TO THE MANOEUVRING OF GOODS VEHICLE.  INSPECTORATE REFERENCE NO. APP/J3530/A/09/2107883/NWF.  APPEAL STARTING DATE:  13/07/2009    


Members noted that an appeal had been lodged concerning the refusal of the above planning application.  The Town Council had sent its original comments to the Planning Inspectorate.

153.
C09/0423 – LAND AT HAVEN EXCHANGE, WALTON AVENUE, FELIXSTOWE.  APPLICATION TO VARY CONDITION 7 OF PLANNING PERMISSION C97/1400 TO REMOVE THE TIME RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED BY CONDITION IN RELATION TO THE MANOEUVRING OF GOODS VEHICLES.  INSPECTORATE REFERENCE NO. APP/J3530/A/09/2107884/NWF.  APPEAL STARTING DATE:  13/07/2009    


Members noted that an appeal had been lodged concerning the refusal of the above planning application.  The Town Council had sent its original comments to the Planning Inspectorate.

154.
RESPONSE TO MOTT MACDONALD SURVEY  

Further to minute number 120 members noted the following response from Mott MacDonald to the Town Council’s comments:


“We are investigating the removal of the 1999/2000 reefs and have obtained a cost for the removal of the groynes and will undertake a small investigation into the likely response of the coastline to the removal of those groynes.  However, please note that the removal of the groynes would be a costly exercise which must be carefully considered in light of knowledge of the processes acting upon the coast.


In response to your question about shingle, it is likely that shingle we obtain (whether from the Deben estuary or from the Isle of Wight area) is likely to be a mix of shingle with a proportion of sand.  Naturally the ideal option would be to use Deben shingle as this really would be the ‘natural beach material’ for Felixstowe, though there are many permissions etc. to obtain before this could go ahead.”


Members discussed these comments and re-emphasised the need to remove the old groynes.  The Chairman reported that it was the intention to remove all previous groynes other than the 1999/2000 reefs where the issue was currently being investigated.


Members discussed the issue of a walkway around Cobbolds Point and adjacent to Jacobs Ladder.  It was emphasised that this would be a very desirable addition to the town’s resort offer as it would provide an almost uninterrupted walk from Felixstowe Ferry to Landguard Point.  Currently this area was not accessible to anyone other than the most able-bodied and inaccessable to all at high tide.  Walking was an increasingly popular leisure activity and was important for health.  It was emphasised that it would not be possible to access sea-defence funding for the area of private frontages.  However it was suggested that other forms of regeneration funding should be explored for this area.


Following further discussion it was agreed that it would be desirable to use the current regeneration initiative to explore the completion of the Ferry to Ferry pathway. 

155.
SUFFOLK COAST AND HEATHS – THE STOUR AND ORWELL ESTUARY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE         
It was agreed to defer consideration of this item until the next meeting of the Committee to allow members to consider the draft Estuary Management Strategy.

156.
LANDGUARD PARTNERSHIP       
The Clerk reminded members that the Landguard Partnership Agreement had recently been signed by the Members of the Partnership which included the Town Council, Suffolk Coastal District Council, Suffolk County Council, the Landguard Fort Trust, English Nature, English Heritage, the Port of Felixstowe, The Harwich Haven Authority and all the other interested organisations at Landguard.  As a result of the Section 106 Agreement for the Felixstowe reconfiguration the Port of Felixstowe was contributing £50,000 per year for the next 10 years for the management of Landguard.  The second Partnership meeting had recently taken place and members were being asked to comment on the strategic issues at Landguard.

The Chairman explained that there was an important short-term issue which needed to be addressed.  The area of land being donated by the Port of Felixstowe for car-parking was shortly to be laid out as a car-park and the issue of charging needed to be considered.  The Dock Viewing area was very popular but could be designated as free on a short time limited basis with the new car-parking being charged on a low tariff.  These issues needed to be addressed and it was agreed that they would be discussed at the next meeting of the Committee.  The Clerk was asked to obtain a copy of the plan for the layout of the car-parking area so that members could consider the plan and visit the site prior to discussing the matter.

157.
WASTE CORE STRATEGY (FINAL CONSULTATION) AND ACCOMPANYING SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL REPORT JULY 2009
Members noted a letter from Suffolk County Council concerning the Waste Core Strategy (Final Consultation) and accompanying Sustainability Appraisal Report July 2009.  Members noted that the location and distribution of the Waste Management facilities and sites for Strategic Facilities for Residual Waste Treatment and Non-Hazardous landfill were:

Residual Waste Treatment  
· Eye airfield industrial estate, Eye/Brome

· Former Sugar Beet Refinery, Sproughton

· Mason’s Quarry, Gt. Blakenham

· Suffolk County Council Depot, Gt. Blakenham

· Shepherds Grove, Stanton/Hepworth

Non-hazardous landfill

· Thorington Quarry, Nr. Halesworth

· Masons Landfill Site, Gt. Blakenham (within existing landfill area)

· Foxhall Landfill Site, Foxhall (within existing landfill area)

· Layham Landfill Site, Layham (within existing landfill area)     
158. FELIXSTOWE TOWN BEACH   

Further to minute reference 105 members noted an email from the owner of Latimer House inviting members of the Town Council to view the breakwaters/groynes in the vicinity of his house.  

Members considered this invitation and it was agreed that the three members for the East Ward should accept the invitation and visit the property.

159.
FELIXSTOWE TOWN CENTRE RE-DEVELOPMENT        
(Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Stokell left the meeting at this point)

Members considered a letter from a member of the public concerning Shared Space proposals.  The letter included a number of suggestions and also referred to the proposed relocation of the public toilets.

Members discussed the letter and in particular the relocation of the toilets.  The Chairman reminded members that it had been a long-term aspiration to remove the toilets from the Triangle to a more suitable location.  Suffolk Coastal District Council was currently considering the relocation to a suitable site within the Crescent Road car park.  Budgetary provision was now available for this.  However, it would be necessary to consider what treatment could be provided to the area of the Triangle from which the toilets would be removed.

Members discussed the move of the toilets.  Members agreed that although there were long-term aspirations for the improvement of the Triangle it was still important that in the short term the area should be made as pleasant as possible.  Ideally, it might be possible to provide some form of performance space, possibly with a cover.  The Clerk reminded members that the Town Council had a budget for environmental improvements and currently there was a balance of approximately £20,000 available.  The annual budget had been increased in recent years to allow the Town Council to contribute financially towards Felixstowe Futures.  Members agreed that it would be appropriate to use some of this budget to enhance the Triangle once the toilets had been removed.  It was agreed that an item concerning this should be placed on the agenda of the next Finance and General Purposes Committee.

The Clerk was asked to respond to the member of the public explaining that there was a widespread perception that the public toilets on the Triangle were unattractive and certainly not appropriate for a town centre.  The suggestion at the Shared Space Exhibition for a new location was only outline and indicative.  Investigations were on-going to provide a cost-effective alternative location. 

