MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd JUNE 2009

Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman) Bryant, Dangerfield, Garfield, A Goodwin, Sennington, Stokell and Webb.
56.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ninnmey, and Savage. 

57.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, A Goodwin, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 58, 59, 60, 61 and 63 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/0768 as the employer of the applicant’s parent. 
58.
MINUTES OF 20TH MAY 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th May, 2009 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

59.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 21st MAY 2009
C09/0732 – Erection of new entrance portico together with minor elevational changes including replacement of doors and windows (revised scheme)  at The Salvation Army, Cobbold Road, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.



C09/0704 – Erection of two storey dwelling at 196 Cornwall Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval provided that the property is carefully sited on the plot.

C09/0768 – Erection of single storey side and rear extension at 22 Cowley Road, Felixstowe


Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Webb left the room during consideration of this item.


Recommend approval only subject to neighbour consultation bearing in mind the significant depth on a short plot and subject to SPG16 criteria.

60.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 28th MAY 2009

C09/0764 – Erection of three storey dwelling and double garage (details required by outline planning permission C07/2294) at Land adjacent railway line, Mill Lane, Felixstowe.
Strongly recommend refusal because our previous concerns have not been met concerning the proximity of the property to a major, increasingly busy and strategically important international freight line with all the associated noise, vibration and fumes.  We would repeat our previous comments concerning application C07/2294:

“We strongly recommend refusal as we do not believe that this location at the same level and immediately adjacent to the railway line and in a cutting can produce acceptable residential amenity.  This is true generally in relation to the proximity of the rail track and specifically in view of the fact that it is common practice for trains to stand at this point with the engines running.

We are also concerned that the access adjacent to the railway bridge is not viable as residential access. ”    

61.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 30.04.09 to 15.05.09.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices

62.
CONSULTATION ON PLANNING APPLICATION WHICH WILL BE DETERMINED BY SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL – GRANGE FARM AVENUE FOOTPATH, FELIXSTOWE


Members considered the following proposal:


Two parts of the proposal.  Main part is to construct a new 3.5m to 4m wide path (a Public Right of Way in the first instance) that would become (if Cycle Track Conversion Order is successful) a cycle track.  This section would be segregated by a white line and be part of National Cycle Route 51.  Other part will be widening existing maintainable footpath to 3m with no segregation between cyclists and pedestrians.  Both sections to be lit by street lighting.


Members agreed to respond to Suffolk County Council stating that the route was excellent as it gave the residents of Cavendish Park a pedestrian and cycle route into the centre of Felixstowe avoiding major roads.  However, members were concerned that it would be difficult to police the shared cycle/pedestrian route.  In addition Members believed that the stretch of the path from Grange Farm Avenue bordering the skate park at a width of 2 metres was too narrow to accommodate pedestrians and cyclists.

63.
FELIXSTOWE TOWN BEACH


Members considered a letter from a member of the public which stated that :

“ I recently attended the Town Hall to take look at the suggestions for Beach Defences and the suggested walkway at the bottom of my garden.  I thought I would send you a copy of my letter to Dr Rosalind Turner Bsc (Hons) MSc PhD, together with a copy of my questionnaire to which I have yet to receive any acknowledgement, and wondered what is happening.   

We did have a team of men with equipment working on the beach for a few days, early in the mornings, when the tide was out and were what appeared to be removing some of the Defence Timbers.  As a result of what they have done, they have apparently opened up the Defences more than they were, before they worked on them, and I believe some of the Timbers have actually floated away.  I wondered what this exercise has cost and for what purpose ?

I think that for anyone who knows this particular part of Cobbold’s Points and thinks that they can have a walkway from the War Memorial to Felixstowe Ferry, must be dreaming, since more of the time the depth of water would prevent people walking across the beach, and there is obviously no way that the disabled could walk from the War Memorial to Felixstowe Ferry, which was highlighted as a requirement to me by Dr Turner.

I personally feel that we should concentrate on Sea Defences for obvious reasons and forget a walk way across the beach for the disabled, since from where I sit, there are adequate walk ways from Jacobs Ladder to the Felixstowe Ferry, which can be enjoyed by all and there is no way that the disabled or come to that any able bodied person could walk from Jacobs Ladder in reverse direction.

I would appreciate you taking a look at what the workforce have done to the Sea Defences, which in my opinion were minimal and perhaps could have done more damage than what was intended and perhaps find out who gave them instructions for this work, and what have they done, since clearly this was a complete waste of money and a useless exercise. “


Members considered the above letter and the Clerk was asked to forward to Terry Oakes Associates for comment. 

64.
STOUR & ORWELL ESTUARY FORUM


Further to minute reference 22 it was agreed the invitation to the Stour and Orwell Forum should be reported to all members of the Council at the Council meeting on 3rd June as the Chairman was unable to attend. 

