MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4th NOVEMBER 2009

Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bryant, Dangerfield, A Goodwin, Savage, Sennington and Webb.

306.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, Ninnemy and Stokell. 

307.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, A. Goodwin, Savage, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 308, 309, 310, 311, 312, 313, 314, 316, 317 and 318  as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillors Savage and Smith declared a personal interest in item 318 as members of the Cabinet of Suffolk Coastal District Council and did not vote on this item.  Councillor Sennington took the Chair for this item.

Councillor Smith declared a personal interest in application C09/1645 as a Cabinet member at Suffolk Coastal District Council responsible for sea defences and did not vote on this item. Councillor Webb took the Chair for this item.

Councillor Webb declared a prejudicial interest in item 318 as a trader in Felixstowe Town Centre.

308.
MINUTES OF 21st OCTOBER 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 21st October, 2009 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

309.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 22ND OCTOBER 2009
C09/1502- Erection of rear conservatory at 24 Barton Road, Felixstowe.

We have no objection to this application subject to neighbour consultation, crucially with the flat above.
C09/1505 – Demolition of existing public conveniences (which are to be rebuilt in the car park opposite) at Public Conveniences, The Triangle, Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval in the knowledge of the email from Felixstowe Futures dated 29th October which gave a timetable received from NPS indicating that the construction of the replacement toilets would be completed prior to the demolition of the public conveniences on the Triangle.  We would ask that the water supply to the toilets on the Triangle should be maintained after demolition to allow its use in any future refurbishment of the Triangle.
310.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 29TH OCTOBER 2009
C09/1657 – Erection of rear extension and works to facilitate loft conversion at 5 Sunray Avenue, Felixstowe.

We have no objection in principle to this conversion but would recommend refusal for the application because of the bulk of the large gabled roof and the potential overlooking in a street of bungalows.
C09/1645 – Demolition of existing timber and concrete sea defences and the erection of replacement rock groynes, with associated shingle recharge of the beach and construction of revetment and walkway from Cobbold Point to Jacob’s Ladder at Felixstowe Beach, Undercliff Road West, Felixstowe.

Following the declaration of an interest by the Chairman, Councillor Webb took the Chair for this item.

Recommend approval in the strongest possible terms for this vital scheme.  However, we would point out :

1. Para 1.5 of the supplementary planning report (page 11) refers to access along Undercliff Road.  It states that this area will soon become pedestrian access only, as part of Felixstowe Futures and therefore access to the beach level from the promenade in this area is proposed with a sloped access ramp in front of the proposed “café on the promenade” development.  

This assumption is incorrect.  The area of Undercliff West to which this refers will remain open to vehicular traffic and there will be parking in this area, although some of the parking will be realigned.  It is important that Mott Mcdonald liaise as soon as possible with the Felixstowe Futures Team to include the correct and the most up to date information concerning this area in its planning for the scheme.

2. The same paragraph (1.5) refers to “the cafe on the promenade”.  We assume that this refers to proposals in the David Lock report for a café development at the “Jubilee” shelter.  This is highly unlikely to take place.  The obvious access point in the Undercliff Road West area would be by one of the new proposed crossings in Undercliff Road and Mott Mcdonald are again advised to work closely with the Felixstowe Futures Team on this aspect.

3. It would be helpful to distinguish between Undercliff Road East and Undercliff Road West in the report.  The description in the title of the application refers to Undercliff Road West.  The scheme involves both Under

4. We hope that the groynes will be designed to minimise any potential danger to people, and in particular children, climbing on them.

5. We would welcome the removal of the existing fish tail reefs at Cobbolds Point, because of their adverse scouring effect at Cobbolds Point.     

6. Whilst the Town Council understands the financial constraints which has led to the design of rock groynes, it would prefer, in an ideal world, to see timber groynes which would be more appropriate in this Conservation Area.

C09/1620 – Erection of 0.7m iron railing on top of existing boundary wall at 3 Surrey Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval

C09/1621 – Retention of wooden outbuilding at 4 Northcliffe Court, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

311.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 21.09.09 to 07.10.09.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

312.
PLANNING APPLICATION IN FELIXSTOWE TO BE CONSIDERED BY SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT CONTROL SOUTH SUB COMMITTEE ON 12th NOVEMBER  2009 

Members noted that the following planning application would be considered at the meeting of the Development South Sub Committee on 12th November 2009.

Application No: C09/1197

Proposal: Development of enlarged lorry park adjacent to BP Service Station.

Location: Petrol Filling Station, Anzani Avenue, Felixstowe.

313.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL FUNFAIRS CONSULTATION
Members considered a consultation by Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning funfairs held in the District.  The Committee discussed the consultation and the Clerk was asked to forward the following response to Suffolk Coastal District Council:

Q1  Are you aware of fun fairs taking place in Suffolk Coastal ?

ANSWER 
Yes

Q2  Have you visited any of these ?

ANSWER
Yes

Q3  If yes which one/ones

ANSWER
All

Q4 Would you like these fairs to continue ?

ANSWER
Yes

Q5 Do you feel these bring more visitors to this area ?

ANSWER
Yes

Q6 Are there any changes you would like to these events ?

ANSWER
Yes

Q7 If yes, what would they be ?

ANSWER
1.
 Stricter noise control

2. A strong visible Police presence

3. Reconsideration of the appropriate finnish time and strict control of whatever time is agreed.

Q8 Do you have any other comments ?

ANSWER
The consultation seems to have had a very low profile and few people seem to have been aware of the consultation.


314.
APPLICATION NO: C09/1197

PROPOSAL: DEVELOPMENT OF ENLARGED LORRY PARK ADJACENT TO BP SERVICE STATION.

LOCATION: PETROL FILLING STATION, ANZANI AVENUE, FELIXSTOWE.
Further to min reference 178 Members noted an email from Messrs Bidwells stating that the ditch adjacent to the Service Station was the subject of an ongoing dialogue with Anglian Water.

315.
APPLICATION NO: B/00/1318/RES


LOCATION: FORMER HMS GANGES SITE, SHOTLEY GATE, SHOTLEY, IPSWICH

PROPOSAL: SUBMISSION OF DETAILS UNDER OUTLINE PLANNING PERMISSION B/88/01560/OUT – THE SITING, DESIGN AND EXTERNAL APPEARANCE OF, THE MEANS OF ACCESS TO AND THE LANDSCAPING OF THE SITE FOR A RETIREMENT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OF 404 DWELLINGS, NURSING HOME AND ASSOCIATED FACILITIES, AS AMENDED

Members noted that they had been notified by Babergh District Council concerning the above application.  The Clerk was asked to respond thanking Babergh District Council for keeping the Town Council informed about this application.

316.
DEBEN ESTUARY PARTNERSHIP


AUTUMN FORUM AND NEWSLETTER

Members noted an invitation from the Deben Estuary Partnership to attend its Autumn Forum on Saturday 28th November.  It was agreed that Councillor Smith would represent the Town Council at the Forum.

317.
NOTICE OF INTENT TO CARRY OUT TREE WORK WITHIN A CONVERSATION AREA IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 211 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999 – MARTELLO PLACE, GOLF ROAD, FELIXSTOWE


Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on a T1 A Tree Sycamore, Fell, T2 B Tree Sycamore, Fell and T3 C Tree Sycamore, Fell.

318.
PROPOSED CHANGES TO CAR PARK MANAGEMENT IN SUFFOLK COASTAL

Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Webb left the meeting at this point.  

Following the declaration of an interest by the Chairman, Councillor Sennington took the Chair for this item. 
Further to minute reference 295 Councillor Sennington reminded Members that the Town Council had been consulted by Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning changes to the management of public car parks in the District.  There were no proposals for increased tariffs in Town Centre car parks but it was proposed to introduce Sunday charging at these car parks.  There were also proposals for increases in charges at tourist car parks.  There were also a number of specific issues concerning Felixstowe car parks such as Wireless Green and at Landguard.

Members discussed the proposals and it was agreed that the following comments should be sent to Suffolk Coastal District Council:

1.
The Town Council is concerned about the proposals in Para 4.4 for the Wireless Green car park .  This free car park provides a huge service to the surrounding area, particularly on a Sunday when the market is in operation.  It removes a large amount of parking from the street and is highly valued by local traders.    There can be no justisfication in the future for introducing a charging regime for the car park.

2.     The Town Council strongly objects to the introduction of Sunday charges in the Town Centre car parks.  The Town Centre car parks support Sunday trading in the Town which is still relatively fragile.  This is recognised in other Town and City Centres elsewhere in the country where car parking is free on Sundays.  The introduction of Sunday charging could have an adverse effect on trade.  This is particularly significant in Felixstowe because of the Shared Space proposals for Hamilton Road which will reduce the amount of on street parking available. 

3.     The Town Council is delighted to see that Garrison Lane Car Park is remaining free of charge.  This car park has a number of important roles including providing off street car parking for nearby very crowded and narrow residential streets.

4.     The Town Council is delighted that   there are no current proposals for increasing charges in Town Centre car parks.

5.     The Town Council suggests that a short term low tariff band should be introduced for the car parks at Clifflands, Brackenbury and Golf Road.  Although these are generally classified as tourism car parks  they are also used by many local residents as bases for short walks, particularly when excerising dogs.

6.    The Town Council would suggest that consideration should be given to providing ticket machines which give change.  Currently people may be discouraged from using car parks if they do not have the correct change which both means that the car parks lose revenue and people look for alternative onstreet parking, thus adding to congestion.     

