MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8th APRIL 2009

Present: Councillors Stokell (Vice Chairman), Bryant, Garfield, Savage, Sennington and Webb.

In Attendance: Councillor Newman
496.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dangerfield, A Goodwin, Ninnmey  and Smith.
497.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Savage and Sennington declared a personal interest in items 498, 499, 500, 501, 502, 503, 504, 506, 507, 509, 510, 511, 512 and 513 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillors Garfield, Savage, Sennington, Stokell and Webb and the Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/0428 as friends and colleagues of the next door neighbour.

Councillor Stokell declared a prejudicial interest in application C09/0363 as a near neighbour of the site.   

498.
MINUTES OF 25th MARCH 2009
The minutes of the meeting held on 25th March, 2009 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

499.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 26th MARCH 2009

C09/0428 – Erection of a new build one and half storey 4 bedroom detached dwelling at Part side Garden, 19 Picketts Road, Felixstowe. 
In view of the prejudicial interest of members, the Committee was non quorate for this application and has therefore made no recommendation.


C09/0433 – Erection of rear conservatory extensions at 11 Rosebery Road, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.


C09/0325 – Erection of lean-to conservatory to rear at 30 Glenfield Road, Felixstowe.


Recommend approval.

C09/0451 – Alterations to close in existing porch with wooden double glazed units at 1 Kiligarth Court, Wolsey Gardens, Felixstowe

Recommend approval in principle for this application.  We have no objection to the enclosure of this archway to create an enclosed sitting out area.  However, we are concerned that the actual design should be the best possible on this important building in the Conservation Area, bearing in mind that other units within the building might wish to carry out similar alterations.   We would prefer the design suggestions on drawing number one.
500.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 2nd APRIL 2009

C09/0086 – Install new drop kerb and footway crossing to gain access to front of house at 50 Langer Road, Felixstowe. 

Recommend approval.

C09/0363 – Erection of fence at 19 Church Lane, Felixstowe.

Following his declaration of a prejudicial interest Councillor Stokell left the room during consideration of this item. Councillor Webb took the Chair for this item.

Recommend approval.

C09/0441 – Erection of single storey side/rear extension (existing conservatory to be demolished) at 40 Cowley Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C09/0447 – Erection of two storey side extension at 2 Rues Cottages, Marsh Lane, Felixstowe.

Recommend refusal as contrary to AP34 in that the extensions exceed “a modest change”.  We believe that the 37.5% increase in floor area quoted in the Design and Access Statement is an error and that the percentage is in the region of 72.7%.

C09/0468 – Erection of rear conservatory at 68 Seaton Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C09/0480 – Use of land for the erection of three single storey dwellings with access (existing dwelling no. 49 to be demolished) at Land to rear of 49-53 High Road East, Felixstowe.

Recommend refusal on the grounds that the application is contrary to AP39 as it detracts from the quality of the area as a whole and would detract specifically from the amenity of properties in Rosemary Avenue and Lynwood Avenue.  The application would have a seriously detrimental effect on the setting of 51 High Road East which is a superb example of the architecture of its period.  We believe that the loss of a family home at 49 High Road East would not be justified by the construction of three inferior quality bungalows.

501.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 11.03.09 to 19.03.09.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

502.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN FELIXSTOWE TO BE CONSIDERED BY SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT CONTROL SOUTH SUB COMMITTEE ON 14th APRIL  2009 

Members noted that the following planning application was to be considered at the meeting of the Development South Sub Committee on 14th April 2009.

Application No: C08/1081

Proposal: Demolition of 1960’s extensions. Conversion of existing hotel to provide retail unit at ground floor and 11 apartments.  Erection of three storey residential block on Stanley Road (12 apartments)

Location: Waverley Hotel, Wolsey Gardens, Felixstowe.

It was agreed that Councillor Garfield would represent the Town Council at this site visit.
503.
APPLICATION NO: C08/2249


LOCATION: 86 HAMILTON ROAD, FELIXSTOWE

PROPOSAL: REPLACEMENT SHOP FASCIA SIGNS

Further to minute reference 436 Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning the replacement shop fascia signs (C08/2249) at 86 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.  The letter stated:

“I refer to your letter received on 13th March 2009, with reference to planning permission C08/2249.  It is acknowledged that this permission gave consent for fascia signs to the Boots Store, which lies with the Felixstowe Conservation Area.  However, the Town Council’s comments were considered carefully during the application process and the resulting permission omitted the external illumination originally proposed.  The revised proposal for non-illuminated signs was considered to be in line with the wishes expressed in the Town Council’s recommendation in relation to lighting.  The Town Council also made comment in relation to the original materials proposed for the signs and this view was also supported by the Local Planning Authority.  In the course of negotiations, an alternative timber look-alike material was judged to be suitably high quality in appearance and was not viewed to be contrary to the advice set out in SPG14.  The Design and Conservation Team (Adrian Craddock) was also consulted on the alternative material and was in agreement that it was acceptable in the Conservation Area.  It was therefore considered that it would be unreasonable to refuse the revised proposal, as its visual impact would not be detrimental to the Conservation Area, according with the advice set out in SPG14 and SPG10.11 and Local Plan Policies AP1, AP19, AP22 and AP23.

Under the schedule of delegation, there is no requirement for applications for advertising consent, which have a contrary recommendation from the Town Council, to be determined by committee.  I have also enclosed a copy of the decision notice (also available on the internet).  The decision notice contains an informative which states no illumination has been approved under the permission. ”  
504.
COBBOLD’S POINT – BEACH STATUS/SEA WALL

Members considered a letter from a resident of Cranmer House which stated:

“ I have been in correspondence with Suffolk Coastal District Council on the state of the ramps, beach and sea wall at Cobbold’s Point.  There are two points arising on which the views on the Town Council would be helpful.

1. In October last year, I contacted Suffolk Coastal District Council about the public health and safety risk posed by the collapsed ramps and the understandable assumption of walkers that this is the route to Jacob’s Ladder.   Suffolk Coastal District Council stated they would erect safety barriers and signage to direct people up to Golf Road.  This now appears not be on the agenda.

2. The defective nature of the fishtail groynes installed in 2000 has increased beach erosion markedly, exposing our sea wall foundations.  This increases the possibility of collapse and indeed the Halcrow report to Suffolk Coastal District Council in Sept 2007 predicte4d undermining and collapse within 5 years without action to fix the groynes and recharge the beach.  The major project for Central Felixstowe sea defences is designed to fix these problems, but there is a short term risk until that work is done.  As owners of the wall we do undertake regular routine maintenance but I feel that short term protection against beach erosion and wall undermining caused by defences installed by Suffolk Coastal District Council that, as reported to them by their consultants, are not working properly should be the responsibility of Suffolk Coastal District Council.  In addition, given that the collapsed ramps etc installed by Suffolk Coastal District Council effectively prevent access to work on the wall, this also points to Suffolk Coastal District Council taking responsibility.

Any support the Town Council can offer us in this matter would be appreciated. ”

Members agreed to contact Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning this letter and return to the matter at a future meeting of the Committee.
505.
CAR PARKING AT FELIXSTOWE SOLAR STORE

Members considered two letters from members of the public concerning recent car parking restrictions introduced at the Felixstowe Solar Store.  The correspondent had been fined for contravening the new restrictions.

Members considered this correspondence.  Whilst they were sorry to learn about this incident, they emphasised that this was a private car park over which the Town Council had no jurisdiction.  It was not a railway car park and was the property of the East of England Co-operative Society.   
506.
APPLICATION NOS: C07/2080 AND C09/0236 – 7 MILL LANE, FELIXSTOWE

Members noted a letter from the residents of 5 Mill Lane stating that hopefully common ground with the dispute had now been found and they withdrew their objections lodged against the above planning application.

507.
BENT HILL/CONVALESCENT HILL, FELIXSTOWE


Further to minute reference 438 members noted two letters from Suffolk County Council to residents in the vicinity of the Bent Hill/Convalescent Hill scheme.  The first letter stated:

‘’ Unfortunately we have experienced a few problems in the delivery of some materials for this work.  However, we are seeking to minimise any inconvenience and to complete the work as soon as possible.

Another reason for contacting you is that I must tell you that there has been a slight change to the work being carried out at the top of Bent Hill.  Following concerns raised in the detailed safety audit, we will not be changing the priority at the top of the hill as part of the current work.  It was felt that, without work being carried out on Bent Hill to slow traffic, there could be a danger of people not giving way as intended.

The change in priority will take place but it will be included in the work on Bent Hill itself, when there will be greater scope for amending the junction layout.  This is likely to be next year however, I will continue to ensure that you are given advanced notice of all work on this project.’’

The second letter stated:

“ I must firstly advise you that there has been a slight change to the work being carried out at the top of Bent Hill.  Following concerns raised in the detailed safety audit, we will not be changing the priority at the top of the hill as part of the current work.  The change in priority will be included in the work on the Bent Hill itself, when there will be a greater scope for amending the junction layout.

With respect to the contents of your letter, I can confirm that the proposals for this area will consider the issues raised and the final scheme will address these concerns.  Your council will be involved in helping to design the scheme, both as part of the officer group and the Project Board.

With respect to the specific points raised by the Plans Committee, I can assure you that:-

· The concept of the scheme is to reduce traffic speeds and the potential conflict between vehicles and pedestrians.

· Use materials that will enhance the area within the budget available and with consideration for the surrounding area to make the area more attractive.

· Retain the current parking levels and, in the case of the dedicated town hall parking spaces, seek agreements between all councils to introduce a similar dedicated area.

· It is unlikely that the current pay and display echelon parking will be retained as it currently extends into the highway with no agreement for charging for parking on the highway.  An alternative parking arrangement will have to be agreed between all councils that conforms to current safety requirements.

· The notes on Drawing ET01060/01 are incorrect in that it is proposed that parking will be introduced on extra areas of Undercliff Road but this may be time restricted depending on the recommendations from the various parties involved with the scheme details.

· The road humps will be required to ensure that vehicle speeds are reduced and detract form creating a route for anti-social drivers.  However, they will be constructed so that passengers in vehicles travelling at the recommended 20mph will not suffer an uncomfortable journey.

· It is already planned that the work at the top of Convalescent Hill takes place as soon as possible.  However, because there is a prior agreement with the town council not to carry out work in the holiday season or peak trading times for the town, the timing needs to be agreed with the Project Board.  

I hope that the above is satisfactory and that our councils can produce a scheme fulfils the aspirations to enhance the local environment and attract more movement between town and seafront. “

508.
COTMAN WALK
Members noted an email from the Felixstowe Society suggesting that Town Councillors might wish to take part in a Cotman Walk during the Summer.  Members expressed interest in taking part in a walk and the Clerk was asked to make appropriate arrangements with the Felixstowe Society.   

509.
UNTIDY SITE: 2009/1

Members noted an email concerning the above untidy site which had now been cleared.  Members were pleased to see this outcome.

510.
UNTIDY SITE: 1999/7 

Members noted a further complaint about the above untidy site.  Members agreed that this site should be referred to the Environmental Health Department of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

511.
UNTIDY SITE 2007/4
Members noted that Suffolk Coastal District Council had now visited this property and would serve a formal notice unless the gardens were cleared of vegetation and the rubbish removed.

512.
NOTICE OF INTENT TO CARRY OUT TREE WORK WITHIN A CONSERVATION AREA IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 211 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999 – 1 CHEVALIER ROAD, FELIXSTOWE

Members noted a letter from the Head of Planning Services, Suffolk Coastal District Council concerning work to be carried out on a T1 tree of Heaven to fell the tree and a T2 tree of Laburnum Tree to crown reduce. 

513.
APPLICATION TO CARRY OUT WORK TO A TREE (S) PROTECTED BY A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 198 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 AND THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) REGULATIONS 1999 AS AMENDED BY THE TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES) (AMENDMENT) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2008  


Members noted a letter from Suffolk Coastal District Council informing Felixstowe Town Council that an application had been made to carry out works to a tree at Land between 15 and 19 Picketts Road, Felixstowe.

