MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2010
Present: Councillors Smith (Chairman), Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, Jon Garfield, A. Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington and Stokell.

Councillor Deacon in attendance for item C10/0161

453.
APOLOGIES

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Webb.

454.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bryant, Dangerfield, Jan Garfield, A Goodwin, Ninnmey, Savage, Sennington and Smith declared a personal interest in items 455, 456, 457, 458, 459, 460, 461 and 463 as members of Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Councillor Smith declared a prejudicial interest in item C10/0120 as a close neighbour of the site.

Councillor Ninnmey declared a personal interest in item C10/0161 as a neighbour of part of the site.

Councillor Stokell declared a personal interest in item C10/0176 as a friend of the applicant.

The Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in application C10/ 0161 as a Governor of the Orwell High School.  At the request of the Chairman she remained in the meeting to record this item.

455.
MINUTES OF 27th JANUARY 2010
The minutes of the meeting held on 27th January, 2010 previously circulated to members were approved as a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

456.
ITEM DEFFERED FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

C10/0161 – Outline Planning Application for new High School located on site currently occupied by Orwell High School, (scale, appearance, layout and landscaping to be reserved for future detailed submission), Access details included as part of application with new vehicular, pedestrian and cycle access proposed from The High Road at Orwell High School and land to the north west and High Street, Maidstone Road, Felixstowe.

This item was discussed at the meeting and the Chairman, Clerk and Technical Adviser were given delegated authority to finalise the comments of the Committee. 
The following comments were forwarded to Suffolk Coastal District Council and Suffolk County Council:

Recommend approval in principle with the following comments:

1. We are strongly in favour of the proposed entrance from High Street, Walton.

2. In principle we are in favour of a roundabout at the proposed entrance from High Street, Walton.  We believe that a roundabout is the best solution for access to the School.  However, the design should exclude the northern leg currently shown on the plan as this is premature.  There should be a continuous footpath along the northern side of High Street, Walton.  The roundabout and access should be designed and landscaped for minimal impact on the area in a way that maximises the best access to the School in the short term and minimises the ransom to the land owner in the future.  While the Town Council has not received the final drawings for this junction, we are aware that there is now the possibility of a T junction, possibility controlled by traffic lights, replacing the proposed roundabout.  We strongly believe that this would be inadequate, in particular at School finishing time, when there is the potential for over a thousand pupils leaving the site including many cyclists.  A T junction would be likely to lead to potentially dangerous manoeuvres.  

3. The best possible protection for properties in Hawkes Lane and in particular number 4 Hawkes Lane should be incorporated within the detailed site design.  Specifically, Hawkes Lane should be fully secured so as not to provide a route to the new School. 

4. Whilst Walton Hall is an important Listed Building, the effect on the Listed Building of the application should not override the importance of the provision of the School on this site.

5. We would not see the retention of the existing protected trees as essential provided there is high quality replacement planting.

6. Access to the new School building from Maidstone Road should be for pedestrians and cyclists only.  The application states that the existing School entrance will only be open to pedestrians and cyclists.  However, we understand that the Community Education Building and other buildings on the site and their associated car parking will remain in their current locations and access will still be required to these facilities.  We are uncertain how these conflicting factors will be reconciled.   

7. Measures should be implemented in Seaton Road to prevent car drop offs.  A suggestion would be a footpath outside 101 Seaton Road which would narrow the road at this point.

8. A complete strategic plan for transport to the site should be provided.

9. The strategic green travel plan should be greatly strengthed so that it incorporates:

a. School bus services from the Cliff Estate and Langer Road areas and this should be in accordance with LP85.

b. Adequate footpath entrances to the site.

c. The enhancement for safety and proper access of the existing railway foot crossing leading to Runnacles Way and accessing the Orwell Green and Cavendish Park areas of Felixstowe.  The current crossing is misused by pedestrians and urgently needs safety enhancement.  

10. The County Council Policy concerning drop offs within the School site should be operated in a reasonable manner.      
457.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 28th JANUARY 2010
C10/0202 – Alterations to existing dwelling and erection of detached dwelling at 34 Queens Road, Felixstowe.
Recommend approval.

Councillor A. Goodwin left the meeting at this point.
C10/0173 – Erection of single storey rear extension at 15 Newry Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval subject to neighbour consultation with 20 Goyfield Avenue.
C09/1986 – Erection of single storey rear extension to shop unit at 75 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.

C10/0120 – Erection of a conservatory to the side of the property at 35 Brook Lane, Felixstowe.

Councillor Smith declared a prejudicial interest in this item and left the room during its consideration.

Recommend approval.
458.
SCHEDULE FOR PERIOD ENDING 4th FEBRUARY 2010
C10/0242 – Erection of replacement signage at 88 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.
We recommend approval for the fascia and projecting signs but we strongly recommend refusal for the large vinyl signs blocking the windows on the Hamilton Road frontage as this is a prominent location in the town centre.  We also recommend refusal for the promotional banner on the Cobbold Road frontage which is directly facing the Conservation Area.
C10/0263 – Erection of single storey rear extension at 33 Western Avenue, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.
C10/0176 – Demolition of existing storage shed and removal of old mobile refreshment kiosk and the erection of new free standing refreshment kiosk (selling ice cream, hot and cold drinks, hot food, snacks etc). Also the removal of a six metre section dwarf stone wall and hedging at Amusement area opposite Marlborough Hotel, Sea Road, Felixstowe.

We recommend approval in principle for the erection of the new kiosk subject to the removal of the existing refreshment bar.  While we understand the reasons for removing the wall to enhance the accessibility to the kiosk we are very concerned with regard to the management of the removal of the flood boards.  It is essential that robust arrangements are in place with Suffolk Coastal District Council to ensure that these are in place for the winter period subject to any temporary removal being closely controlled and liability being accepted for any damage to the garden areas should they be inundated due to absence of flood boards during a storm.

We question the indication on Concept View 01 of a new small kiosk apparently on the site of the current refreshment bar and we note that this is not shown on the plan.

C10/0296 – Formation of staircase, enclosure and path across roof to access first and second floor flats, alterations to existing roof line to lean-to allow access door to first floor flat, extension of parapet brickwork at 52 Hamilton Road, Felixstowe.

Recommend approval.
C10/0280 – Erection of a single storey rear extension at 22 Ascot Drive, Felixstowe. 
 
Recommend approval.
459.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the Suffolk Coastal District Council Planning Decisions concerning Felixstowe for the period 08.01.10 to 25.01.10.  Copies of these decisions are available from the Town Council offices.

460.
PLANNING APPLICATION IN FELIXSTOWE TO BE CONSIDERED BY SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT CONTROL SOUTH SUB COMMITTEE ON 15th FEBRUARY  2010 

Members noted that the following planning application would be considered at the meeting of the Development South Sub Committee on 15th January 2010.

Application No: C10/0161

Proposal: Outline Planning Application for new High School located on site currently occupied by Orwell High School (scale, appearance, layout and landscaping to be reserved for future detailed submission) Access details included as part of application with new vehicular, pedestrian and cycle access proposed from The High Road.

Location: Orwell High School and land to the North West and High Street, Maidstone Road, Felixstowe.


It was agreed that Councillor A Goodwin would represent the Town Council at this site visit with Councillor Sennington as reserve.
461.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL SCRUTINY WORKING GROUP – FEEDBACK ON THE COUNCIL’S PLANNING SERVICE

Members considered an invitation from the Suffolk Coastal District Council Scrutiny Working Group to provide feedback on the Council’s Planning Service.  It was agreed to refer this item to the Town Members’ Committee.

462.
FAIRTRADE ROAD SIGN

Members considered an email from the Felixstowe Fairtrade Committee about the possibility of erecting a temporary PVC banner during Fairtrade Fortnight on the road sign at the entrance to Felixstowe.  

Members discussed this suggestion.  The Clerk was asked to respond to the Fairtrade Committee to state that the Town Council was uncomfortable with this suggestion in view of the requests which were received concerning similar banners and the need to be equitable between organizations in the town.

463.
PROPOSAL: INSTALL EXTERNAL LIGHTING TO ILLUMINATE THE NETBALL COURT AT THE REAR OF THE SCHOOL BUILDING. THE LIGHTS WILL BE USED DURING THE PERIODS OF LOW LIGHT LEVELS, WHEN THE NETBALL COURT IS USED FOR SPORTS/GAMES BY THE SCHOOL OR OTHERS USING THE AREA.  DURING THE WINTER MONTHS SOME OF THE LIGHTING MAY BE USED FOR SHORT PERIODS OF TIME AT THE END OF THE SCHOOL DAY TO AID PARENTS IN COLLECTING THEIR CHILDREN.


LOCATION: KINGSFLEET PRIMARY SCHOOL, FERRY ROAD, FELIXSTOWE  

Further to minute reference 395 Members considered further correspondence concerning this application.  It was agreed that the resolution of this issue should be delegated to the Chairman, Technical Adviser and Clerk.

Subsequently the following comments were sent to Suffolk Coastal District Council and Suffolk County Council:

‘ Recommend approval.  The Town Council has no power or wish to stop the development going ahead.  However, in the absence of any data for light spillage in the vertical plane or proper drawings for the installation of the luminaires, we believe that it remains the school’s risk that there should be no nuisance caused to the neighbours and the school must accept appropriate responsibility.  ‘
