MINUTES OF THE FELIXSTOWE YOUTH FORUM

HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 5th  MAY 2010
Present:     
William Bloomfield and Grace Crane (Chairmen), (Causton Junior School)
Sue Moss (Causton Junior School)

Tylar-leigh Latham, Jamie Underwood and Yvonne Woods (Colneis Junior School)

Saffron Corkhill, Jack Grimwade, Rachel Harding and Karen Jones (Grange Primary School)

Catherine Banthorp, Reid Bowen and Courtney Hessey (Langer School)


Bobby Bell, Ant Cartwright and Richard Todd (Level2)

Jo Dyer, James Trivett and James Zebedee (Orwell High School)

Emma Hollis (Suffolk County Council, Extended Services)

Dr Adam Kane (Suffolk County Council)
Rebecca Kent (Suffolk County Council, Libraries)

Daniel King (Suffolk Coastal District Council)

Siobhan Kran (Young Infolink Volunteers)

Katie Ward (NHS Suffolk)

    
Caroline Barrett, Sandra Bryant, Doreen Savage and Joan Sennington (Felixstowe Town Council)

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Boost, Kingsfleet Primary School and Sam Williams, Colneis Junior School.
2.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 10th MARCH 2010 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 10th March 2010, previously circulated to all members of the Forum, were agreed as a true record and the Chairmen authorised to sign them.  
3.
THE NEW BIG QUESTION – HEALTHCARE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN FELIXSTOWE
Katie Ward gave the Forum an update about the Felixstowe Young People Health & Wellbeing project.  She invited Members of the Forum to the Community Conversation “Tell us your health story” on Thursday 17th June at Trimley Sports & Social Club from 12.45 onwards.  Members of the Forum agreed to spread the word and liaise directly with Katie Ward if any one wanted to attend.

4. YOUNG INFOLINK PROJECT

Sibohan Kran explained that Young InfoLink was a brand new website which you could access via the Suffolk County Council website.  This had details of all sorts of events for children and young people in their local community.  It was a one stop shop for all this information.  Siobhan Kran wanted to encourage more children in the Suffolk Coastal 
area to use this website and asked whether she could attend any local youth clubs in Felixstowe to speak to children in Years 9, 10 and 11.  Jo Dyer invited Siobhan Kran to give an assembly at Orwell High School.  The River of Life Church Youth Club was also suggested as well as the Suffolk Children’s University and Suffolk Coastal District Council’s Coastal Potato information. 

5.
CAUSTON SCHOOL ITEMS

There were no items to report.
6.
DEBEN HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS
No one from Deben High School attended.  It was agreed the Clerk would contact the School concerning future meetings.

7.
LEVEL2 ITEMS
Ant Cartwright introduced two skaters Bobby Bell and Richard Todd who thanked Suffolk Coastal District Council for fixing the broken floodlights.   There were still problems with stones on the area used by skaters.  Bobby Bell told the Forum that the park was not often visited by the Police and there had been some crime including fights and threats in recent weeks.  Some young people (not skaters) had broken into the security box and vandalised the equipment.    He asked whether it would be possible to installed another CCTV camera at the Park, if not then redirect the current CCTV camera.  Doreen Savage reported that there may not be sufficient funding for an additional camera, however this could be reviewed.  Ant Cartwright reported that nothing had been reported to Level2 directly.  Joan Sennington suggested that any skaters who were there and that had concerns about yobbish behaviour could telephone the Police at the time.  She would speak to the Police about how often they attended the Park on a regular basis.

Ant Cartwright told the Forum about a photo project run with young people over Easter about What Rocks and What Sucks in Felixstowe?  This was a competition where young people had gone around Felixstowe in pairs with disposable cameras recording their thoughts.  The Cinema had donated vouchers as prizes and it had been very successful.  Some useful feedback about the town from young people was therefore available.

Ant Cartwright explained to the Forum that there was some uncertainty about the continuing future of Level2.  There was an important meeting next week to decide this.

In Boost’s absence, Ant Cartwright confirmed that the Boost Bus was at the seafront on a Friday night. 
8.
LANGER SCHOOL ITEMS
Representatives from Langer School reported that there was glass on the basket ball court by Morrisson’s Supermarket and requested that this be cleared up.  Doreen Savage agreed to look into this.

Representatives told the Forum that Langer School had won £360 for their entry into a poster competition run by Suffolk Coastal District Council to design a dog fouling poster.

Ant Cartwright asked for a copy of the poster to put up at Level2.

9.
COLNEIS SCHOOL ITEMS

There were no items to report.
10.
ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL
Representatives from Orwell High School reported that they were intending to host a Community Day including free fish and chips, with entertainment and drama involved, perhaps a choir.  No date had yet been agreed.  If other schools were interested in joining in they would be most welcome, and with any other ideas for activities too.

11.
GRANGE SCHOOL ITEMS  

Representatives from Grange School reported that an exciting new eco-class was now happening.  Every Friday a class of children from Reception to Year 6 was taken outside to have an outdoor lesson on an environmental theme.  As part of this activity, rare stag beetles had been found in the grounds at Grange, and the school was now part of a national survey.  Maidstone School was also invited to join in this opportunity, and Grange extended an offer to all other interested schools.

12.
LITTERPICK 2010
A question was asked by a Member of the Forum about the Litter Pick, in order for a date to be published and volunteers encouraged to attend.  Doreen Savage suggested that it may be useful to focus on the green areas of open space or park rather than the seafront, possibly Langer Park and the area near Morrisons Supermarket.  It was agreed that the Clerk would find out what date had been proposed, and arrange for the date to be publicised appropriately.

13. LANGER PARK
A question was asked by a Member of the Forum about why the fencing around the play equipment in Langer Park had been removed, and it was explained that this was to make the area more of an open space for children to enjoy.

14. PARKOUR AREA
A specific parkour area was requested where young people would be able to carry out this free-running activity in a designated area.  Some young people from Felixstowe were travelling to Ipswich in order to use the facility at Gainsborough Sports Centre.  On occasions, members of the public had called the police to report parkour activity and members of the forum felt that a designated area in Felixstowe would be an ideal solution.
15. GRAFFITI IN FELIXSTOWE
A Member of the Forum reported some rude graffiti on the play equipment at Eastward Ho. Doreen Savage agreed to report this to Suffolk Coastal District Council. 

16.
SUFFOLK YOUTH GAMES
Daniel King reported that the Suffolk Youth Games were taking place again this year, with all Primary and Secondary Schools invited to take part.  Posters would be going out to Schools soon.
17.
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL – SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
Daniel King told the Forum about the summer holiday activities being organized by Suffolk Coastal District Council.  The leaflets had been produced and will be going out to Schools soon.  A broad mix of activity would be on offer.
18. SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL – LIBRARIES
Dr Adam Kane told the Forum that there was to be a consultation exercise on the future of libraries.  Dr Kane was interested in the views of the Forum Members as to what Members wanted from libraries in the future.  He carried out a brief consultation exercise there and then with those Members who were interested.

19. SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL – YOUTH PARTICIPATION
Emma Hollis told the Forum that she would like some feedback from the Schools via Members of the Forum (perhaps via School Councillors) regarding youth participation and how to engage directly with children and young people.  Would young people prefer to be contacted by being given feedback cards and asked to write their views down, via a website link, or via a magazine?  As this information was needed by the 21st May it was agreed that Emma would liaise directly with Forum Members.  

20. FELIXSTOWE SEAFRONT GARDENS
The Clerk reported that she had been approached by people working on the redevelopment of the Seafront Gardens project who were looking for views and ideas of what children and young people wanted to see there.  The Forum was happy to provide any feedback, possibly linking in with the views and ideas already given in the Level2 photo competition activity. 
