MINUTES OF THE FELIXSTOWE YOUTH FORUM

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 24th JUNE 2009
Present:
Nat Adams and Helena Whitney, Chairmen (Colneis School) 

Yvonne Woods (Colneis School)
Adrian Wolton (Boost)

Natasha Bulloch, Alex Murray and C Banthorpe (Langer School)
Harry Stewart and Ant Cartwright (Level2)

Bobby Blaza and Lauren Elmer (Orwell High School)

Daniel King (Suffolk Coastal District Council)
    
Sandra Bryant, Doreen Savage, Joan Sennington and Susan Robinson (Felixstowe Town Council)

In Attendance: Joyce Long, Sanctuary Housing

 Lorraine Spall, PCSO Safer Schools.

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Causton School and the young people from Boost.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 6th MAY 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 6th May 2009, previously circulated to all members of the Forum, were agreed as a true record and the Chairmen authorised to sign them.  
3. THE BIG QUESTION – HOW CAN WE MAKE LITTERING UNCOOL ?
Susan Robinson reminded the Forum that the beach litter pick would take place the following day.  Representatives from Langer School and from Orwell High School would be attending together with Councillors Bryant, Savage and Sennington.  In November a “Not in my Neighbourhood” week was being organised.  It was hoped that this would also involve a litter pick and details would be available for the next meeting of the Forum.  The poster design and campaign would be discussed at the next meeting of the Forum.
The representatives of the Orwell High School told the Forum that there had been a school anti litter campaign during the week.  There had been assemblies which had used material adapted from that provided by George Monck.  The Orwell High School would be holding an anti litter campaign each year to coincide with the Spring Clean Litter Pick by the Youth Forum.

The representatives from Level2 told the Forum that they had put up a poster in Level2 which showed the contents of a gull’s stomach.  There had been over 50 different pieces of debris in the stomach.
Langer School told the Forum that they had been making up anti litter slogans.  Two of these slogans were “Litter is Pollution, You’re the Solution” and “Retrieve, Recycle and Remake”.  The Forum agreed that these slogans should be sent to George Monck and they would also let him know about the Orwell High School assemblies. 
4. LANGER SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives of Langer School told the Forum that they had now finished their vegetable garden.  The school had a gardening club.  They would be entering the vegetable garden for Felixstowe in Flower.
5.
COLNEIS SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives from Colneis School told the Forum that their Summer Fayre would take place the following
day.  It would include a Country Dancing show.  The Forum members asked whether the pool was being used and the representatives from the school confirmed that it was being well supported and was being used in the evenings and at weekends.  If anyone was interested in using the pool they could contact the school.

6.
ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives from the Orwell High School told the Forum that they were busy organising their “Giving back to the Community Day”.  It would take place the following Monday and they had invited the Mayor.  Doreen Savage and Joan Sennington would be attending.  They had invited local residents and senior citizens from residential homes.  There was a full programme of entertainment from students at the school.  The young people at the school had raised the money to pay for the day.
7.      LEVEL2 ITEMS
The representatives from Level2 told the Forum that in spite of all its financial difficulties Level2 was still in action.  There would be a taster session for Year 6 on 13th July and Level2 would like to know what time would be the most convenient.  It was agreed that 4.00 p.m. would be the best time and Ant would contact all the primary schools direct.  There would be the opportunity to use all the facilities at Level2 including the computers, table tennis and pool.

There would be a full summer programme – “The Summer Selector”.  All the activities would be for under £5 for a week.  The activities would include:
· Level2 TV, financed by the Lions Club

· Blast to Past – a visit to the Iron Age including a one night residential

· Cardboard City – which would also include a residential

· Danger! Danger! – rock music with a gig on the Friday night

Preparations were being made for the opening of the Skate Park on 1st September.  The opening would be from 11.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m.  They hoped that the Mayor, Doreen Savage and Joan Sennington would cut the ribbon together.  The Skate Park organisers wondered whether it might be possible to provide signs from the Train Station.  Susan Robinson suggested that they contact Angie Rapley in the Suffolk County Council Highways Department.  They had also asked about bins.  They would like brightly coloured bins and Daniel King agreed to email the information to Ant.

The representatives of Level2 explained that the SCTV organisation would change from September based on the three cluster groups; Felixstowe, Leiston/Saxmundham and Kesgrave/Woodbridge.  The groups would come together three times a year.  Doreen Savage explained that Suffolk Coastal Teen Voice had been brought together by the LSP and gave young people a voice to talk to Suffolk Coastal District Council and the Parishes.  It was hoped that the new arrangement would bring in more young people.
8.      BOOST
The representative from Boost told the Forum that the double decker bus had been completed and was now being trialled in different locations including the Cavendish Church car park where it could be used by skaters.  It was hoped to gain permission to locate the bus at Solar and in Trimley at the Catholic Church.  It would also be located at Deben and it was hoped to go to Orwell as well.  The bus was intended for Years 7 plus but it could also be demonstrated to the Primary schools.  The bus included a snack bar, screen and seating.  The upstairs was carpeted and the bus provided flexible accommodation.  The bus, which was built in 1972, had old suspension and was being fitted with stabilisers.  It was hoped to bring it to the next meeting of the Forum.  The bus was a place for young people to “chill” rather than undertake organised activities.  It was similar to one being used in the North of the Suffolk Coastal district.

9.      SANCTUARY HOUSING

Joyce Long introduced herself.  She was from Sanctuary Housing who had a property in Langley Close which housed people from the age of 16.  She hoped that some young people would come with her to the next meeting.  She was very impressed with the Youth Forum.

10.   CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU – REQUEST FOR YOUNG TRUSTEE

Doreen Savage told the Forum that the Felixstowe Citizens Advice Bureau was looking for a young person to join the Board of Trustees to give input from young people.  However, a Trustee had to be over 18.  It was suggested that anyone interested should contact Doreen.  It was also suggested that although Trustees needed to be over 18 it might be possible to have under 18 representatives without legal responsibility.
11.   FELIXSTOWE BORED KIDS
Susan Robinson reported that she had taken advice about Felixstowe Bored Kids.  It was suggested that it was rather early days for Felixstowe Bored Kids to join the Forum and it would be more appropriate when they became a more developed organisation with a proven track record.

The Forum members agreed to take this advice.

12.   SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL – SUMMER ACTIVITIES

Daniel King told the Forum about the summer holiday activities being organised by Suffolk Coastal District Council and handed out leaflets and gifts.  He also mentioned Felixstroll which would take place from Felixstowe Ferry to Landguard on 4th and 5th July.  Surf and Turf at Landguard Fort would feature students from the Deben and Orwell Schools.  A poet had been working with Colneis School.
Susan Robinson mentioned the Shared Space consultation which was also taking place on 2nd, 3rd and 4th July.  The Shared Space which was proposed for Hamilton Road and Bent Hill was based on respect between everyone using the space including motorists, cyclists and pedestrians.

Daniel King reminded Forum members about the disco dance mats.  They would be available in the Spa Lounge on 13th July.  Doreen Savage told the Forum that they were great fun.

Daniel King told the Forum that the 2009 Extremefest would take place on Sunday, 26th July at Brackenbury with lots of free activities for young people.

13.   CULTURAL DAY – 23RD AUGUST

Lorraine Spall told the Forum that a Cultural Day was being organised on 23rd August at the Leisure Centre and this would involve a poster competition.

14.   CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS TO YEAR 6’S

The Forum members warmly thanked and congratulated the representatives from Year 6 from the primary Schools for their outstanding contribution to the Forum throughout the year.  The Forum members wished everyone well at their new schools.

15.   CONGRATULATIONS TO DOREEN

The members of the Forum warmly congratulated Doreen Savage on receiving her MBE.  Doreen thanked all the members of the Forum for their kind wishes.
16.   PLACE AND DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

        It was agreed that the timetable for future meetings for 2009/10 would be:

        14th October 2009
-
Chairman Deben High School

        25th November 2009
-
Chairman Langer Primary School

        13th January 2010
-
Chairman Level2

        10th March 2010

-
Chairman Orwell High School

        5th May 2010

-
Chairman Causton Primary School

        23rd June 2010

-
Chairman Colneis School

Members discussed the location of the meetings and it was agreed that in future they would be held at Felixstowe Town Hall. 

