MINUTES OF THE FELIXSTOWE YOUTH FORUM

HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 25th  NOVEMBER 2009

Present:     
Courtney Hessey and Reid Bowen  (Chairmen), (Langer School)

 William Bloomfield, Jasmine Peck and Sue Moss (Causton Junior School)


Tylar-leigh Latham , Jamie Underwood, Sam Williams and Yvonne Woods (Colneis Junior School)


Harriet Ley (Deben High School)

Saffron Corkhill, Jack Grimwade, Rachel Harding and Karen Jones (Grange Primary School)

Catherine Banthorpe (Langer School)

Ant Cartwright (Level2)

Sarah Whelan and James Zebedee (Orwell High School)

Heidi Grant (Felixstowe Futures)

Emma Hollis (SCC Extended Services)

Daniel King (Suffolk Coastal District Council)
Katie Ward (NHS Suffolk)
    
Doreen Savage, Joan Sennington and Susan Robinson (Felixstowe Town Council)

In Attendance:  Lorraine Spall, PCSO Safer Schools.

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Bryant, Alex Stewart and Harry Stewart.

2.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 14th OCTOBER 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 14th October 2009, previously circulated to all members of the Forum, were agreed as a true record and the Chairmen authorised to sign them.  

3.
HEALTH CARE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN FELIXSTOWE – THE BIG QUESTION
The Chairmen introduced Katie Ward who worked for NHS Suffolk.  Katie explained that she wanted to work with a group of children and young people to find out about young people’s health care needs.  She wanted to find out more about the needs and wishes of young people.  She hoped that the Youth Forum and volunteers from the Schools would become involved.  It was up to the young people to decide which health issue was their priority and this could perhaps include healthy eating, exercise, smoking or any other subject chosen by the young people.  The project could perhaps include a survey or drama or art and she was open to any suggestion.  

The Forum discussed this project.  It was emphasised that because of other commitments it would be difficult for Schools to become involved before Christmas.  However, the Schools would be pleased to take the subject back to their School Councils to discuss and to see whether there was anyone in the Schools who would like to become involved.  Ant Cartwright told the Forum that SCTV would like to take part and thought it was a really good project and would like to become involved in the New Year.  Katie Ward explained that she would be very happy to facilitate any focus groups or other activities within the Schools.    
The Forum members agreed that health care for young people should become the Big Question for this academic year.

4.
CONSULTATION BY SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL ABOUT FUNFAIRS IN FELIXSTOWE
Doreen Savage reminded the Forum that Suffolk Coastal District Council was conducting a consultation about funfairs in Felixstowe.  They were interested in the views of the Forum and there was a questionnaire about funfairs.  The Forum discussed funfairs and answered the questions from Suffolk Coastal District Council. 

Q1  Are you aware of fun fairs taking place in Suffolk Coastal ?

ANSWER 
Yes

Q2  Have you visited any of these ?

ANSWER
Yes, most of the Forum members had visited the funfairs.

Q3  If yes which one/ones

ANSWER
All in Felixstowe.

Q4 Would you like these fairs to continue ?

ANSWER
Yes, unanimously 

Q5 Do you feel these bring more visitors to this area ?

ANSWER
Yes, but they mainly appeal to local people.

Q6 Are there any changes you would like to these events ?

ANSWER
Yes 

Q7 If yes, what would they be ?

ANSWER
1.
 More rides etc for younger children.

2. Cheaper rides etc

3. Better advertising 

4. Quieter music

Q8 Do you have any other comments ?

ANSWER
Some young people suggested that the fairs should be moved from Langer Park perhaps to the beach area or near the Spa.


5.

ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives from Orwell High School told the Forum that the School Council wanted Felixstowe to become a cleaner and greener place with more recycling bins near the beach and in the town centre.  They were also concerned about the cost of transport to and from Ipswich for young people.  

The Forum discussed the Orwell High School items.  The Explore Card would give lower fares for young people and Doreen Savage promised to provide information to the Schools.  She also explained that there would be recycling bins as part of the Shared Space Scheme in the town centre and there were already recycling bins in other parts of the town such as Old Felixstowe.  She would make inquiries about the possibility of additional bins.  

The representatives of the Orwell High School explained that young people would like more places like Level2 in different locations about the town.  When Level2 was closed young people had nothing to do.  

The Forum discussed youth provision in the town.  Doreen Savage explained that unfortunately there was a lack of money to provide places like Level2.  At the recent excellent Youth Summit young people had suggested that there should be a Level1 for younger children.  The representatives of Langer School told the Forum that lots of pupils from Langer went to the River of Life Youth Club and it was also explained that there was a Youth Club at Bethesda Church.  Emma Hollis told the Forum that the Boost Bus currently went to the Skate Park and the Deben High School.  The Forum members would like the Bus to visit the Langer area.  Emma Hollis explained that there was Cluster Opportunity Funding to enable young people to access activities.    

6.
LEVEL2 ITEMS
Ant Cartwright explained that it was not certain where Level2 would be by next Summer  as it was very expensive to run a charitable youth centre.  All the different services for young people were working together to look at alternatives.  It was hoped that something like Level2 but better would be provided.  They wanted to know from young people what sort of facilities they wanted and, if they wanted a Youth Centre, should it be different and perhaps more exciting than Level2.  It would be good to hear from young people so that Level2 could think about alternative premises and involve people in finding a new place.  He asked the Forum members to discuss this in their School Councils.  
7. 
LANGER SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives from Langer School explained that there had been complaints about bullying at the Skate Park.  Some youngsters had had scooters and bikes grabbed by older children.  

The Forum members discussed the Skate Park.  They were sorry to hear about the problems.  They agreed that it was important to have a reporting system for incidents like these and Lorraine Spall offered to take any reports and deal with them.  It was explained that Ant Cartwright and the detached Youth Workers visited the Skate Park but it was difficult to provide adults there all the time. It was suggested that younger children should take it in turns to take their mum or dad to the Park.  The CCTV recordings would be looked at to see if it was possible to identify who was causing the trouble.  It was suggested that older users of the Skate Park could go into Schools and do assemblies about how to behave in a sensible way at the Skate Park.  

Daniel King reminded the Forum that there were organised skate sessions and that if anyone was worried about using the Skate Park on their own they could attend the organised sessions.  
8.
COLNEIS SCHOOL ITEMS

The representatives from Colneis School explained that there were problems with young people using the benches on the seafront in an inappropriate way by running and jumping on them.  The Forum members reported various incidents in the Spa Gardens and on the seafront.  Some of the running and jumping on buildings and benches was quite dangerous and could damage things.  

The Colneis representatives told the Forum about their new swimming pool.  All the years used it and it was available for lessons.  There had been a sponsored event to help with the pool.  There would be a Christmas Fair at the School.   Young people at the School were providing shoe boxes and taking part in Operation Christmas Child.

9.
FELIXSTOWE FUTURES
The Chairmen welcomed Heidi Grant at the meeting.  Heidi explained that she was part of the Felixstowe Futures Team which was working on lots of projects in Felixstowe including Shared Space and the Coastal Path.  They were hoping to attract new things to the town.  Doreen Savage explained that the work going on outside the Town Hall was part of Felixstowe Futures.  As part of the Shared Space Scheme in Hamilton Road it was hoped that there would be less traffic and it would become a shopping area and not a big car park as at present.  Bent Hill would also be included in this scheme.  Bent Hill would be one way only from the bottom.  She would bring the plans to the next meeting.  

10.
SPA EVENTS
Daniel King told the Forum that there would be a dance night disco at the Spa on Monday 7th December at 6pm.  This would be aimed at younger children and there would be a charge of £2.00 per head.  There would be three “bands in the bar” events in January and Feburary.

11.
THANKS TO THE FORUM
Doreen Savage said how lovely it was to see so many people at the Forum meeting.  She emphasised that what was said at the Forum was important and the adult members would bring back answers to the next meeting.  

The Forum congratulated the representatives from Langer School on their excellent Chairmanship of the meeting.

12.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Forum would be held on Wednesday 13th January 2010 at 4.00pm at Felixstowe Town Hall.  The Chairman will be Level2.

