MINUTES OF THE FELIXSTOWE YOUTH FORUM

HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 14th  OCTOBER 2009

Present:     
Sasha Lawson- Frost (Chairman), (Deben High School)

 William Bloomfield, Jasmine Peck and Diane Squirrell (Causton Junior School)

Tylar-leigh Latham , Jamie Underwood, Sam Williams and Yvonne Woods (Colneis Junior School)


Reid Bowen, Courtney Hessey and Miss Weatherley (Langer Primary School)
Daniel King (Suffolk Coastal District Council)
    
Sandra Bryant, Doreen Savage, Joan Sennington and Susan Robinson (Felixstowe Town Council)

In Attendance:  Lorraine Spall, PCSO Safer Schools.

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Kingsfleet School, Emma Hollis, Alex Stewart and Adrian Wolton.

2.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 24th JUNE 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 24th June 2009, previously circulated to all members of the Forum, were agreed as a true record and the Chairmen authorised to sign them.  
Arising from the minutes Ant Cartwright suggested that the excellent anti litter slogans which had been provided by Langer School could be made into banners and displayed in places like the Skatepark.   Susan Robinson agreed to find out some costs and discuss sources of finance with Doreen Savage.  She would report back to a future meeting of the Forum.

3.
THE NEW BIG QUESTION
It was explained that each year the Youth Forum adopted a theme based on “The Big Question”.  In the past “The Big Question” had included “How Can We Keep Safe ?” and “How Can We Reduce Litter ? “.  The Forum needed to decide what The Big Question should be this year.  Suggestions included “How Can We Stay Healthy ?” and “How Can We Become Involved in Volunteering ?”.  

The Forum discussed the Big Question and It was agreed that the School Councils would discuss this and bring suggestions to the next meeting of the Forum.
4.
CONSULTATION ABOUT FUNFAIRS IN FELIXSTOWE
Doreen Savage explained that Suffolk Coastal District Council would be consulting about whether or not people wanted funfairs in their towns.  In Felixstowe there were sometimes funfairs on Langer Park and Pier Bight.  There had been complaints from local residents about the noise from fun fairs and so Suffolk Coastal District Council needed to think about the future of the fun fairs.

The Forum members agreed to take this to their School Councils and report back to the next meeting of the Forum.

5. SUFFOLK COASTAL SERVICES POSTER CAMPAIGN WITH AN ANTI DOG 
FOULING MESSAGE

Susan Robinson told the Forum that Suffolk Coastal Services had begun a competition open to all Schools in the District, encouraging them to submit a poster for entry into their Anti Dog Fouling Campaign Competition.  The poster needed to carrying an anti fouling dog message.  It was hoped that Schools would run some form of internal competition to produce a winning entry for which there would be a £10 prize for every School.  The overall winning poster would receive £400 and the runner up £200.  

All the Schools at the meeting expressed an interest in the competition.  Susan Robinson would supply any further information if it was needed.

6.
COLNEIS SCHOOL AGENDA ITEMS
The new representatives from the Colneis School Council were introduced to the meeting and were welcomed by the Forum members.  

7.
CAUSTON SCHOOL AGENDA ITEMS

The new representatives from the Causton School Council were introduced to the meeting and were welcomed by the Forum members.  

8.
DEBEN HIGH SCHOOL AGENDA ITEMS
The Deben High School representative reported that the new School combining the Orwell and Deben High School would be an academy.  A lot of people were concerned about this and there was a campaign against the decision.  A new uniform was being introduced to the School and it was predicted that this would improve performance.  Deben High School was a specialist in the performing arts and there would be a DanceEast performance on the 23rd October.  A fundraiser was being planned for CYAG.

The new academy was discussed and it was emphasised that it was important to find out as many facts as possible.  There did seem to be some misunderstanding about the money making aspects of the project.  Any money would be reinvested into the School.  It might be helpful for people to see the presentation about the academy proposal.

9. LEVEL2 AGENDA ITEMS

Ant Cartwright explained that Level2 worked with young people from 11-19.  It got the voice and opinions of young people heard.  It supported young people and had been involved in the skatepark.  A Year 6 night had been held and 50 young people had attended with their parents.  As a result there had been a great conversation with young 
people and 25 youngsters from Year 7 were now attending.  Level2 was open over all the School holidays.  Level2 was now providing support for Suffolk Coastal Teen Voice (SCTV) and was trying to get more people involved.  It was hoped that SCTV would get young people involved with the planting at the skatepark.    
10.
BOOST AGENDA ITEMS

Ant Cartwright explained that Adrian wasn’t able to attend the meeting.  He told the Forum that the Boost Bus now went to the skatepark every Tuesday.  Lorraine Spall confirmed that it was popular with young people and there had been about 20 using the Bus the previous night.  There wasn’t an age limit for use of the Bus.  

11.
LANGER SCHOOL AGENDA ITEMS
The new representatives from the Langer School Council were introduced to the meeting and were welcomed by the Forum members.  

12.
FELIXSTOWE SKATEPARK
The Forum discussed the skatepark which was now open.  It was a very good facility but there had been some problems.  Some of the younger users had been experiencing difficulties with the older users.  It was suggested that signs could be put up which made a clear that there was no age limit and this should help the younger users.  Ant Cartwright explained that Youth Workers visited the site about three times a week.  It was suggested that someone should be on site all the time to prevent problems.  However, this would be too expensive.  It was suggested that this was something the Skatepark Association could be dealing with.  Ant Cartwright emphasised that there were a lot of people trying to help.  This included the PCSO’s, Level2 and Youth Workers.  Suffolk Coastal District Council would be organising skateboard sessions to help younger users learn skills.  It was important to encourage sharing and discourage bullying.     

It was reported that there had been problems with the lights and that the time clock had been interfered with.  This could be just one or two people who were spoiling it for all the others.  The lights had been temporarily switched off but they would be switched on again for the half term holiday.  It was emphasised that it was important for everyone to work together to stop any problems.

13.
LETTER FROM THE MAYOR
The Mayor had written to the Forum and the letter said:

“  I would like to take this opportunity to say what a pleasure it was to attend the Litter Pick on 25th June.  It was extremely encouraging to see the enthusiasm of the children that attended and I would like through the Youth Forum to thank them and their teachers for attending and doing such a good job.  “

The members of the Forum were very pleased to receive the letter.

14.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting of the Forum would be held on Wednesday 25th November 2009 at 4.00pm at Felixstowe Town Hall.  The Chairman would be Langer Primary School
It was agreed that future meetings would be held at 4pm to make it easier for the School representatives to get to the Forum after the end of School.

