MINUTES OF THE FELIXSTOWE YOUTH FORUM

HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 24th NOVEMBER 2010
Present:     
Bethany Foley and Emily Hinton (Chairmen), (Langer Primary School)
Bronwen Pitcher and Niamh Roberts, Yvonne Woods (Colneis Junior School)

Rachel Harding, Karen Jones, George Rawnsley and Chloe Smith (Grange Primary School)
Jo Dyer, Hayley Durrant, Jasmine Mitchell and Alex Stewart (Orwell High School)

Monica Meister (Teen Skool)

Daniel King, Suffolk Coastal District Council

    
Caroline Barrett, Doreen Savage and Joan Sennington (Felixstowe Town Council)

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Causton Junior School, Ronnie Bullock (Colneis), Level2, Harry Stewart and Sandra Bryant.
2.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 13th OCTOBER 2010 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 13th October 2010, previously circulated to all members of the Forum, were agreed as a true record and the Chairmen authorised to sign them.  
3.
IDEAS FOR NEXT BIG QUESTION 
Councillor Savage confirmed that the recently completed “Big Question” about healthcare for young people in Felixstowe had been a real success.  The report compiled by Katie Ward had been widely seen and discussed, including at a Local Strategic Partnership meeting where the findings were presented to a large audience.  Everyone who contributed should be congratulated.

It was now time to decide on a new “Big Question” for young people in Felixstowe and the Forum was asked for ideas.  One suggestion was to look at how to improve getting young people involved in key local issues.  It was agreed that this suggestion could be taken back to schools councils to ask for views, and a decision could be made at the next Youth Forum.
4. FELIXSTOWE SEAFRONT GARDENS
The previous meeting of the Youth Forum had heard a presentation from Lanarca the organisation appointed by Suffolk Coastal District Council to run the project to restore, improve and protect the gardens along the seafront.  Young people had been asked for their views and it was an important opportunity to have a say.  The Clerk reported that there was a Seafront Gardens public consultation event taking place on Friday 10th – Monday 13th December at the Town Hall, and everyone was encouraged to attend.  The event was a free drop in.  Langer School handed in a completed questionnaire which would be sent to Lanarca, for which the school was thanked.
5. LANGER SCHOOL ITEMS
Representatives from Langer School reported that people were sleeping overnight in Langer Park, around the park benches by the trees.  Councillor Sennington said that homelessness was something Suffolk Coastal District Council would be able to help with and agreed to look into this matter further.  Concerns were raised about underage smoking both outside the Morrisons store and in the park.  Councillor Savage confirmed that this issue was being looked into by the Safer Neighbourhood team, and police patrols were being stepped up.
Orwell High School said that underage smoking was an area of concern at the school too.  Experience had shown that a message about how expensive it was to smoke was potentially more effective than warnings about the medical dangers.  (Smoking 20 cigarettes a day between the ages of 14 to 65 costs around £96,000, equivalent to a top of the range car.  An approach to local top end garages was being made, to show young people what that amount could represent, perhaps in conjunction with the Young People’s Oscars event at Cineworld).
6.
COLNEIS JUNIOR SCHOOL ITEMS

Representatives from Colneis School representatives reported that they were very involved with issues at school at present, and would be addressing the next “Big Question” and Seafront Gardens in the near future. 
7.
ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS
Representatives from Orwell High School confirmed the school would be entering the Oscars event next year.  An update was given on the ongoing links both with a school in the USA, and in Uganda.  The school in Uganda was called the Rise and Shine School.  It was still being built and would be opening in February 2011.  Orwell High School were helping to fund raise to make this happen.  A range of beautiful colourful jewellery and cotton bags made in Uganda were being sold by Orwell High School, and the majority of the proceeds were sent back to the Ugandan ladies who made the items via a charity.  The Orwell Talent Show was planned for 15th December at 5.30pm and all were welcome to attend.  The intention was to record the show and swap recordings with Uganda.  Tickets priced £3.00 adults, £2.00 students were available from the school.  Other schools were also welcome to exchange recordings (with permission) of any such School events.  Orwell High and Deben High Schools were combining from September 2011, with links ongoing from now on.  Orwell High has elected representatives to the School Council.  Deben High does not at present have a school council so information is shared in a different way.  Over the next year the schools would be working more closely with one another, including joint parents evenings and some joint lessons at both sites.  Orwell High were running a shoebox appeal, and asked particularly for gifts of books, pens etc to be sent to Uganda.  Possibilities for accessing reduced shipping costs were discussed, as well as how to get hold of more empty shoeboxes.  All donations would be gratefully received at the school, and this was a tremendous effort.   
8.
GRANGE PRIMARY SCHOOL ITEMS
Representatives from Grange School reported that Years 5 and 6 were going to France for the day on Friday 26th November.  This visit was to meet French Pen Pals.  Around 50 children would be leaving school at 5am for the Channel Tunnel, returning at circa 10pm that night.  Grange School were invited to tell the Forum all about this exciting trip at the next meeting.  Grange School had also had a successful Christmas shoebox appeal, sending 41 shoeboxes to Africa.  

9. TEEN SKOOL
The Forum welcomed Monica Meister who told the Forum all about Teen Skool which she had started up earlier this year.  Teen Skool was an online magazine which was aimed at young people of school age, mainly for high schools, but also for other schools.  The idea was that the magazine was run by students, and support was therefore needed from young people in Felixstowe and Ipswich.  Monica Meister also said that two students had a slot on Felixstowe Radio on Fridays between 3-4pm.  More involvement was needed to move forward.  There were about 20 volunteers at present doing all sorts of journalism work, including fashion, sports and media, and this was good experience.  Many volunteers had come via Facebook.  Further volunteers would be marvellous, as well as additional funding, and work was ongoing in some areas, including policies, online security and safeguarding.  It was hoped that a Teen Skool space could be found in each school from where students could work.  The Forum wished Monica Meister well in this venture, and invited her to become a regular attendee at the Youth Forum.
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor Savage reported that Harry Stewart had expertly facilitated a workshop at the Local Strategic Partnership and he should be congratulated on this.

Both Orwell High School and Daniel King, Suffolk Coastal District Council, requested electronic minutes rather than hard copies as these were easier to forward.

Daniel King, Suffolk Coastal District Council reported that Suffolk Coastal District Council had undertaken an interesting and informative session with young people in the district regard District Council services.  Each young person was given £100 of monopoly money and asked how this £100 should be distributed.  The results were a great insight into young people’s priorities and were published in Suffolk Coastal District Council’s Coastline magazine. 


11.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Forum would be held on Wednesday 19th January 2011 at 4.00pm at Felixstowe Town Hall to be chaired by Grange Primary School.
