MINUTES OF THE FELIXSTOWE YOUTH FORUM

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11th MARCH 2009
Present:
Callum Coote and Carra Seeley, Chairmen (Causton School)

Rosalind Needs (Causton)
David Scarlett, Adrian Wolton and Ellen Wright (Boost)

Nat Adams and Yvonne Woods (Colneis School) 
Natasha Bulloch, Alex Murray and V Warner (Langer School)
Harry Stewart (Level2 and Orwell High School)

Ant Cartwright (Level2)

Jo Dyer (Orwell High School)
    
Doreen Savage Joan Sennington and Susan Robinson (Felixstowe Town Council)

In Attendance: Scott Egerton, Suffolk Coastal District Council.


Charlotte Grant, Project and Marketing Officer, Felixstowe Learning Alliance

Tim Harris, Cowan Global Consulting 

Daniel King, Suffolk Coastal District Council.



George Monck, Chief Executive, Cleanup UK 

Lorraine Spall, PCSO Safer Schools.



Vicki and John – Student Social Workers from Level2
1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Bryant, Vishal Gupta and Helena Whitney, Colneis School and representatives of Grange School, Kingsfleet School and Deben High School.

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 14th JANUARY 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 14th January 2009, previously circulated to all members of the Forum, were agreed as a true record and the Chairmen authorised to sign them.  
3.
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

The Chairmen welcomed the representatives from Boost (the Christian Youth Council).  The representatives from Boost explained that they would be feeding back issues from their own Council to the Forum.  The Boost Bus would soon be operating.  They described their “Slum Survivor” Project for the Summer.  
4. THE BIG QUESTION – HOW CAN WE MAKE FELIXSTOWE A BETTER PLACE
The Chairmen introduced George Monck from Cleanup UK, Tim Harris from Cowan Global Consulting and Charlotte Grant from Felixstowe Learning Alliance who were here to talk about various ways in which Felixstowe could be made a better place.  

George Monck gave a very interesting presentation about litter.  His presentation included information about various types of litterers and included images of the damage that could be done by litter, including injuring wildlife.  He encouraged the Forum members to take part in “The Big Tidy Up”.  He finished by asking the question “How Can We Make Littering “Uncool” ?

The Chairmen thanked George for his very interesting presentation.  The Forum members explained that they organised a litter pick every year.  It was emphasised that there was a real problem with motorists littering and it was difficult to clear the areas of litter because of Health and Safety issues.  It was agreed that the Big Question at the next meeting would be How Can We Make Littering “Uncool” ?

The Chairmen welcomed Tim Harris from Cowan Global Consulting.  Tim explained that his consultancy was carrying out a study of leisure needs in the Felixstowe area and had talked to lots of groups and individuals.   It was interesting that people in Felixstowe seemed to engage in more leisure activities than the average.  He had been looking at sports, the arts, play, heritage and community development.  

The Forum then divided into three groups who considered various questions concerning leisure.  The three groups fed back their information to Tim who was extremely grateful for the input from the Forum.  One major theme which emerged was the issue of public transport so that both young people and the elderly could access leisure activities.  

The Chairmen thanked Tim Harris for an interesting session and hoped that the contribution of the Forum would be helpful.

The Chairmen introduced Charlotte Grant from Felixstowe Learning Alliance.  Charlotte explained that the Felixstowe Learning Alliance was a group which involved local Councils, the Schools in Felixstowe and local businesses.  The Alliance gave Schools a helping hand.  It was considering providing a website which might involve a web based forum for young people.  She asked the members of the Forum what items they would like included on the web site and whether they would use it.  

The Forum divided into three groups who considered Charlotte’s suggestion.  The groups then fed back their views to Charlotte.  They made various suggestions about the website including its use to sign post people to what was going on in the community for young people.  However, there was some concern that there were already similar websites and it was important to look at what was already available before launching a new site.  

Charlotte thanked the Forum for its views.   She told the members that there was to be a Community Learning Day on Saturday 2nd May at the Leisure Centre from 10am to 3pm.  She hoped that the Forum could participate and also encourage young people to take part in the day.  The Chairmen thanked Charlotte for her contribution to the meeting.

5. LANGER ITEMS

The representatives of Langer School reported that they had now received a reply about the possibility of a Dance Club.  There was already a club at the Leisure Centre.  The design club at Langer School was going ahead.  The Forum discussed Dance Clubs.  There were various opportunities in Felixstowe.  

6. LEVEL2 ITEMS
The representatives from Level2 introduced Vicki and John who were student social workers in their first year of study at University College Suffolk.

The representatives of Level2 reported that they were about to pick up their mini bus.   This had been donated by the Port Authorities and was also available for use by other groups.  The clubs were going well although the attendance at Monday’s Year 7 group was a bit low.  The Valentine event at the Salvation Army had raised over £1500 and there had also been a successful fundraising event at The Oaks.

Ant Cartwright told the Forum that unfortunately Level2 was facing the possibility of closure.  It was currently about 50/50 whether it would stay open.  The problem was because of the recession a lot of the funding had gone.  They were receiving a lot of support from all the Local Councils.  The staff wanted to carry on.  There was a real need for a place in Felixstowe for all its different young people. Level2 would probably be downsizing from April. 

The Forum discussed the future of Level2.  The members expressed great support for Level2. The members asked if there was anything that could be done to help.  Harry Stewart had produced posters and members of the Forum offered to display them.  One would be displayed at the Town Hall.  The Forum agreed that if Level2 were to close it would endanger the youth work in Felixstowe.

Doreen Savage congratulated Harry Stewart as runner up in the Volunteer of the year Competition.  The Forum all congratulated Harry.        
7. ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives from the Orwell High School reported that the School Council had discussed How to make Felixstowe a better place.  Their suggestions included making the Spa Gardens more friendly for young people; a ice cream kiosk on the triangle; a new shop in the Woolworths building; benches, bollards and bricking over the roads like Lowestoft and Ipswich; selling plaques to fund the rebuilding on the pier.

The representatives of the Orwell High School invited the members of the Forum to attend the High School Musical which was on at the School until Friday.  The Orwell High School Red Nose Day film was on YouTube.

8. CAUSTON SCHOOL ITEMS

The representatives of Causton School talked about Janet Bloomfield who had died recently who was their lollipop lady and Chairman of the PTA.  They talked about a memorial for Janet who was very sadly missed.  
9. COLNEIS SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives of Colneis School reported that the swimming pool project was going well.  It would be available for hire.

Susan Robinson told the Forum that Nat Adams and Vishal Gupta had attended the Libraries Advisory Committee earlier in the week.  They had made a really positive contribution and had been co-opted as members of the Committee so that they could continue to represent young people during their school careers.

The representatives of Colneis School reported that they had discussed the Spa Gardens.  They had suggested an outdoor skating area and an adventure playground for young people.  They suggested that it would be helpful to have a centre for visiting schools when they came to look at Felixstowe beach.  They thought that the Spa Gardens needed wardens to stop vandalism and also more people to maintain the gardens.

Doreen Savage explained that it was not yet known whether there would be funding for the Spa Gardens.  They would know the outcome of the lottery bid in June.  A group of volunteers called the Friends of the Spa Gardens had been formed and she asked whether Colneis School would be interested in joining.  The representatives from Colneis School agreed to take this back to the School Council.    

10. BOOST ITEMS
The representatives from Boost told the Forum about their Slum Survivor Project.  They hoped to build a small hovel where young people could experience the living conditions of over a billion people worldwide.  They hoped that Year 11 could take part after their exams and then do an assembly at their Schools.  

11. LITTER COMPLAINTS
Lorraine Spall told the Forum that the PCSO’s had received lots of complaints about litter.  Everyone needed to work together on this.  She agreed that it was very important to come up with an answer to the Big Question – How to Make Littering “Uncool” ?
12. FELIXSTOWE SKATEPARK
Doreen Savage told the Forum that the Skatepark Project had come up against some funding issues.  They were working very hard to let a contract by the 31st March.

13.
HMS GANGES YOUTH TROPHY
Susan Robinson told the Forum that the HMS Ganges Youth Trophy would be presented in May.  The Town Council hoped that the members of the Forum would be able to make nominations.  The trophy was a way of rewarding outstanding voluntary work by young people in Felixstowe.  She had nomination forms available.  
