MINUTES OF THE FELIXSTOWE YOUTH FORUM

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th NOVEMBER 2008

Present:
Natasha Bulloch and Alex Murray (Chairmen) and Alison Coates (Langer School)
    
Callum Coote, Rosalind Needs and Carra Seeley (Causton School)

Nat Adams, Vishal Gupta, Helena Whitney and Yvonne Woods (Colneis School)

Peter Finegan, Eleanor Franklin and Harriet Ley (Deben High School)

Ant Cartwright and Harry Stewart (Level2)

Alex Stewart (Level2 and Orwell High School)

James Zebedee (Orwell High School)  

Doreen Savage Joan Sennington and Susan Robinson (Felixstowe Town Council)

In Attendance:
Lorraine Spall, PCSO Safer Schools.



Steven Francis, Suffolk Constabulary.



Lynn Mash, Suffolk Constabulary.



Adrian Wolton, Boost Felixstowe (Christian Youth Worker)



Jacqueline O’Mahony, Queens Road Day Centre
1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Bryant, Grange School, Kingsfleet School, two representatives of Level2 and Jo Dyer (Orwell High School).
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 8th OCTOBER 2008 

It was pointed out that Harry Stewart was present at the meeting on 8th October and that Natasha Bulloch was the correct spelling.  The date of the next meeting should have been recorded as Wednesday, 5th November.
With these amendments the Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 8th October, 2008, previously circulated to all members of the Forum were agreed as a true record and the Chairmen authorised to sign them.  

3.      SAFER SCHOOLS

Lynn Mash, the County Safety Coordinator from the Suffolk Constabulary, explained that a survey had now been carried out by the local cluster and that Steven Francis, a consultation expert with the Suffolk Police would now explain how the Forum could help to decide the priorities.

Steven Francis explained that the purpose of the exercise was to find out what people in Suffolk thought about the police force and what they should be doing.  It was important to find out the views of young people.  The clusters have come up with the following main issues.

· Anti social behaviour on the sea front.

· Anti social behaviour at the Triangle.

· Improving the feeling of safety around schools.

· Road safety in Garrison Lane.

· Sea front vehicle safety.

· Litter in the town.

· Anti social behaviour near the Pier.

· Bullying in school.

· After school reassurance

Each member of the Forum were given monopoly money so that they could understand that tackling these issues required resources and could choose where the Police Authoritys’ money should be spent.

The members of the Forum then had an informal discussion.  Each member voted.

Lynn Mash explained that the votes would be counted and a report prepared.  A copy of the report would be sent to the Forum and the Town Council representatives would be asked to pass the report to the next Safer Neighbourhood Team Tasking meeting.

(Lynn Mash and Steven Francis left the meeting at this point)

4.
FACILITIES FOR OLDER PEOPLE

The Chairmen welcomed Jacqueline O’Mahony from the Queens Road Day Centre to the meeting.
Jacqueline thanked the Forum for the invitation to attend.  She explained that she worked at the Day Centre in Queens Road which was a centre for older people and adults.  The youngest person attending was 53.  People came to the Centre and spent six hours there.  The Centre provided interesting activities starting with breakfast.  Then there were activities and a social time.  People were given the opportunity to talk to each other and this was the biggest part of the Day Centre.  Activities included baking and “tea in a box” which was made and then taken home.  The Centre had the capacity for 90 people in a week and there were between 16 and 20 every day except on Wednesday when there was a different service when there were more staff and less customers.
The Forum then discussed how young people could become involved with the Queens Road Day Centre.  Colneis School suggested that its choir could visit the Centre at Christmas and Jacqueline was delighted with this suggestion.  The representatives from Orwell High School suggested that the customers from the Centre might like to take part in next year’s “Giving Back to the Community” day and Jacqueline agreed that this would be a good idea.  The representatives from Langer School asked whether Jacqueline could talk to the school at an assembly and also whether she could be included in their magazine and she agreed.

Doreen Savage explained that some time ago the Forum had discussed liaison between young and older people and the Respect agenda and ways of bringing the two groups together.  She suggested that this could be followed up.
The Chairmen and the Group warmly thanked Jacqueline for her very interesting session.

5.
THE BIG QUESTION 2008/2009

Members of the Forum discussed possible “Big Questions” for 2008/2009.  Suggestions included “what do you think Felixstowe is missing?”, “how can we be healthier?” and “how can we make Felixstowe a better place?”.  It was agreed that the “Big Question” for 2008/2009 would be “how can we make Felixstowe a better place?”.  The School Councils would discuss this and bring back suggestions to the next meeting.  The Forum could then consider this and perhaps vote on it in the same way as the Safer Schools consultation.
A member of the Forum mentioned the Skatepark.  Doreen Savage explained that funding was now in place for the Skatepark and hopefully it would be constructed by the end of March.

6.
BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE


The representatives from the two high schools explained that there was a lot of consultation going on about this.  The solution favoured by the Orwell High School was one big school on the Orwell site.  The view of the Deben High School was that there should be a new site for a new school.  Doreen Savage explained that the County Council favoured a new build on the Orwell site with a sixth form on the Deben site.  The Forum members discussed some of the issues including the difficult traffic situation in Maidstone Road and the need to position any new school centrally for pupils from both Felixstowe and Trimley.
7.
LANGER SCHOOL ITEMS

The representatives of Langer School explained that they had an idea for an after school club which would be a design club for clothes, bracelets and other things.  It would have a shop.
The Forum members thought this was a very good idea, particularly as everyone now had to do textiles.  It was agreed that Langer School would work out some ideas and bring them back to the next meeting.
8.
LEVEL2 ITEMS

The representatives from Level2 explained that a band from Felixstowe had got through to the next heat of Soundwaves which would take place at the Seckford Theatre.

Representatives from Level2 suggested that there should be a litter bin outside the door of Level2.  Susan Robinson agreed to liaise with Suffolk Coastal Services to see if it would be possible to have one installed.

9.
ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS

The representatives from the Orwell High School told the Forum that all four communities at the school were doing various challenges for Children in Need including a non uniform day.  They were also doing a shoebox appeal for African countries.  There would be a rock night on 28th November and posters had been put up at the Deben and would be provided at Level2.

Doreen Savage explained that there was a lot of concern that information sent to schools by all sorts of groups seemed to get thrown away so that young people missed out on many events.  She was going to write to all the Head Teachers about this but asked the members of the Forum if they could take this issue back to their schools.  It was pointed out that the experience of Level2 was that if posters were laminated they got looked at.  Doreen Savage asked whether the information from the Youth Forum was taken back to the schools and the representatives of the schools confirmed that it was.

10.
CAUSTON SCHOOL ITEMS

The representatives of Causton School explained that each class had been asked for six priorities for the School Councils.  It had been decided that its main fund raiser would be for an outdoor classroom.  A new inclusion unit which was a nurture group had just been opened so that all children would have their needs met.

11.
COLNEIS SCHOOL ITEMS

The representatives from Colneis School told the Forum that the circus had gone well and had raised a lot of money.   
12.
NOISE NUISANCE

A member of the Forum explained that there had been a recent incident with noisy neighbours.  The police had said that Environmental Health needed to be contacted first.  Joan Sennington explained that this was the correct procedure.

13.
BOOST CAFÉ AND BOOST BUS

Adrian Wolton, the Christian Youth Worker, explained that the Boost Bus had been slightly postponed but would be happening towards the end of November.  He would be bringing a questionnaire to the next meeting about what young people would like in the bus and where it should be located.  It was a double decker bus which would be used as a mobile youth café in different locations on different nights.  It was already planned to locate it in Old Felixstowe and in the Grange area.
14.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

A member of the Forum asked when the Christmas lights would be turned on.  Doreen Savage explained that 29th November was switch on day and there would be a continental market.

15.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Forum would be held on Wednesday, 14th January, 2009 at 3.45 p.m. at Walton Community Hall.  The Chairman would be Level2. 

