MINUTES OF THE FELIXSTOWE YOUTH FORUM

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8th OCTOBER 2008

Present:     
Alisha Lewis and Spencer Ridd (Chairmen) and Sue Wilson (Kingsfleet Primary)

Callum Coote, Rosalind Needs and Carra Seeley (Causton School)

Nat Adams, Vishal Gupya, Helena Whitney and Yvonne Woods (Colneis School)

Flora Charlton, Danielle Enfield, Adam Flatman, Eloise Oswald and Vicki Stonham (Deben High School)

Rory Cudmore, Rachel Harding and William Wright (Grange School)

Catherine Banthorp, Natasha Bullock and Alex Murray (Langer School)

Ant Cartwright (Level2)

Alex Stewart (Level2 and Orwell High School)

Amy Edwards, Cameron Millership and Jo Dyer (Orwell High School)  

Sandra Bryant, Doreen Savage Joan Sennington and Susan Robinson (Felixstowe Town Council)

In Attendance:
Lorraine Spall, PCSO Safer Schools.



Lynn Mash, Suffolk Constabulary.

1. APOLOGIES

An apology for absence was received from Sarah Shinnie, Suffolk Coastal District Council.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 25th JUNE 2008 

The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 25th June, 2008, previously circulated to all members of the Forum were agreed as a true record and the Chairmen authorised to sign them.  

3.
REPORT OF SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING

Alex Stewart report that he had attended the last Safer Neighbourhood Team meeting as the representative of the Youth Forum.  He explained that the Suffolk Police were changing the structure of the Safer Neighbourhood Teams.  The local team would be larger and would include the Trimleys and Levington.  Doreen Savage explained that it was not clear how exactly the new structure would work.  Alex and Harriet were the representatives from the Youth Forum.
4. SAFER SCHOOLS
Lynn Mash, the Community Safety Coordinator from the Suffolk Constabulary explained that there would be a reduction in the number of Safer Neighbourhood Teams from 47 to 30.  She worked at the Martlesham Police Headquarters and was looking at ways to work with the local community and how to work with schools in the Safer Schools Partnership.  Felixstowe was going to be a pilot.  Lorraine Spall who was a PCSO would be seconded to 
a School in Felixstowe to work with the teachers and pupils.  Lorraine could attend the Youth Forum and take feedback from the Forum.  A survey was being carried out at Orwell High School and after half term there would be a survey at Deben High School.  The survey would find out what pupils liked and disliked about their school and where they lived.  The responses would be used to set priorities and she hoped that the Youth Forum would be able to help with this.  The Forum would be asked as a Group to decide what were the most important priorities.

The Forum agreed that this was a really important step and a good idea.  They would set the priorities at either the meeting in November or the January meeting.  It was also agreed to co-opt Lorraine Spall onto the Forum.

5. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE FELIXSTOWE LIBRARY AND HERITAGE COMMITTEE
Susan Robinson explained that the Felixstowe Library and Heritage Committee was a local group which helped decide priorities for Felixstowe Library.  The Committee met twice a year at 6pm at the Library and the next meeting was on March 9th 2009.  The Committee would like to have representatives of young people.  

The following members of the Forum volunteered:

Glyn Johnson – Orwell High School

Flora Charlton – Deben High School

Vicki Stonham – Orwell High School

Alisha Lewis – Kingsfleet School

Spencer Ridd – Kingsfleet School

Vishal Gupta – Colneis School

Helena Witley – Colneis School

Nat Adams – Colneis School

William Wright – Grange School

Rory Cudmore – Grange School

It was agreed that all these representatives would be invited to the meeting on the 9th March 2009 which would concentrate on young people’s issues.

6. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE SPA LIAISON GROUP
Doreen Savage explained that Openwide managed the Spa Theatre.  Ever since they took over the management there had been a Spa Liaison Group which discussed programming.  The Group met at 5pm in the afternoon at the Spa Theatre.  

Alex Stewart from the Orwell High School volunteered for the Group and it was agreed that the Deben High School would also nominate a representative.  They would let Doreen Savage know the name.  
7. LEVEL2 ITEMS
The representatives of Level2 explained that it was a Youth Club above Tesco. “The space to be” was a session for Year 7 and 8 and there was a free bus service from the High Schools to Level2.  Skate Space was for people in Years 7 and above and met on a Wednesday.  Street Dance was for Years 7 and 8 and above and was £1.00 a session.  

Ant Cartwright told the Forum that IYSS had provided a taster session for ten young people consulting about what they liked in Felixstowe.  Lorraine Spall said that the young people had done very well.  Lyn Mash explained that this added to what Suffolk Constabulary were doing.  

Alex Stewart told the Forum that there would be an Art Festival at the Walton Community Hall at half term.  It was a show case for young people’s art.  

8. DEBEN HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives of the Deben High School told the Forum that they had a new Head, Mr Cawley, who hoped to come to the next meeting to introduce himself.  He had a policy of zero tolerance for bullying.  He had introduced the idea of Head Boy and Head Girl who would be ambassadors going into the community.  The School felt that this was a positive step by the Head Teacher.  The School was setting up an Arts Focus Group which had been given a budget of £1000.  There were new facilities in the hall including a big screen and projector; dance mats were very popular at lunchtime.  These had been provided by Suffolk Coastal District Council.  The School was hoping to set up a film club which they hoped to extend to the wider community.  

The members of the Forum were delighted to hear about these developments at the Deben High School. 

9. ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives of the Orwell High School told the Forum that they had introduced the concept of Head Boy and Head Girl the previous year together with Arts Leaders and Sports Leaders.  They were organising a Rock Night which would be even bigger and better than the previous year and it would open to age 11 and above.  The representatives of the Deben High School agreed to put up posters.

The representatives of the Orwell High School explained that there was a litter issue on the railway track.  Four members of the School were helping with this issue and were writing to the Rail Company.

Giving Back to the Community which was a day of entertainment for the elderly organised by the School had been a great success.  Doreen Savage and Joan Sennington had attended and told the Forum how good it had been.  It would now become an annual event involving local senior citizens.  It was suggested that the Causton Choir could take part in the 2009 event which would take place at the beginning of July.  The representatives of Causton agreed to take this back to the School. 

The representatives from Orwell High School explained that the School Council now met every month and the Head Girl and Head Boy would be attending Governor Body Meetings. 

A student – Brandon Lavine was auditioning for “Britain’s Got Talent”.  The representatives of Deben High school confirmed that a student Kim Hines was also auditioning and it was agreed that it would be great if the two got together.

Ant Cartwright explained that he was on the Committee of Soundwaves which was organising an ultimate band contest.  Anyone involved in bands could take part.  The first round was on the 8th November and this was a great opportunity for 11 to 21 year olds.  He would arrange for posters to be circulated.

10. COLNEIS SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives from Colneis School told the Forum that it was intending to become a Fairtrade School.  It would use Fairtrade products and would hold sales.  Susan Robinson told the Forum that Felixstowe Town Council was a Fairtrade Council and used Fairtrade products.  It had passed a resolution to make a Felixstowe a Fairtrade town.  

The representatives from Colneis School explained that the swimming pool project was taking off properly.  The School had got the funding to build the new pool but was now fundraising for the maintenance.  The Happy Circus would be performing at Colneis School the following weekend to raise funds for the maintenance of the pool.  

11.
KINGSFLEET SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives of Kingsfleet School explained that they felt that there was not enough things for Primary School children to do.  Many of the activities mentioned at the meeting were for older children.  Doreen Savage explained that Suffolk Coastal District Council   had a large programme of events in the school holidays at Brackenbury and the Leisure Centre.  

The representative of Kingsfleet asked about the work being carried out near The Grove.  Susan Robinson explained that a new gas main was being laid because the community woodland volunteers had reported a gas leak.

The representative of Kingsfleet reported that there was some unpleasant graffiti  on the slide at Eastward Ho.  Susan Robinson agreed to report this to SCS. 

12.
LANGER SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives of Langer School explained that there were problems for people crossing the road in Beach Station Road near the road work barriers.  Susan Robinson agreed to report this problem to the Highways Department, Suffolk County Council.  

11. THE BIG QUESTION
Doreen Savage congratulated the Forum on a super meeting.  She explained that in previous years the Forum had concentrated on a Big Question.  They had won the High Sheriff’s Award and this had been used to buy lamps for bicycles.  The Forum agreed to consider what Big Question it wanted for 2008/2009 at the next meeting. 

Jo Dyer referred to the lamps that had been left over and Lorraine Spall agreed to find out how many were left.  

Susan Robinson explained that with the money left from the High Sheriff’s Award the Forum now had its own logo, which was the result of a competition the previous year, and letterhead.  Copies of the letterhead were available for anyone who needed to write a letter on behalf of the Forum.  

12. BUS SHELTER ART PROJECT

Alex Stewart told the Forum about an Art Project at the bus stop outside the Cinema which had been commissioned by the County Council.  Photos would be printed on vinyl which were about “Wishes” for Felixstowe.  They would be inviting the Mayor and the Bus Company to the unveiling.
13. SKATE PARK, EXTREMEFEST AND WALTON RECREATION GROUND
Susan Robinson explained that Sarah Shinnie from Suffolk Coastal District Council had not been able to attend the meeting.  She sent a report:

“ Felixstowe Skatepark

The Felixstowe Skate Association and the Skate Space group have so far raised £106,000.  The target is £200,000.

A bid has gone to Play Builder Fund for £50,000, we will know mid October if we are successful.  A requirement of this fund is to have the skate park built by March 2009.

There are several other bids that have gone out and if they are successful then that will generate £100,000 which means the project can be completed by the deadline.

Xtremefest

The 2008 event went very well and attracted approximately 2000 people throughout the day.  Planning for the 2009 event is already underway.  If the young people have any suggestions on how we can make it bigger and better we welcome their ideas.

Walton Recreation Ground

The basketball court is now complete and lines have been painted.”

Ant  Cartwright asked for feedback from the under 11’s about what they would like to see at the skatepark.

Joan Sennington commented on the construction standard of the basket ball court.  Doreen Savage agreed to take this up with Mike Sharman.  

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting of the Forum would be held on Wednesday 14th November 2008 at 3.45pm at Walton Community Hall.  The Chairman would be Langer Primary School.  
