MINUTES OF THE FELIXSTOWE YOUTH FORUM

HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 10th  MARCH 2010
Present:     
Courtney Hessey and Reid Bowen (Chairmen), (Langer School)


Sam Williams and Yvonne Woods (Colneis Junior School)


Saffron Corkhill, Jack Grimwade, Rachel Harding and Carina Nickless (Grange Primary School)

Miss L Weatherley (Langer School)

Peter Ball, Bobby Bell, Mathew Girling, Laura Lawrenson and Richard Todd (Level2)

Jo Dyer and David Mitton (Orwell High School)

Becki Chapman and Adrian Woolton (Boost, Felixstowe)
Daniel King, SCDC

Roger Leek (Primary School Improvement Partner)

Katie Ward (NHS Suffolk)

    
Caroline Barrett, Sandra Bryant, Doreen Savage, Joan Sennington and Susan Robinson (Felixstowe Town Council)

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Causton School and two representatives from Colneis School.
2.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 25th NOVEMBER 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 25th November 2009, previously circulated to all members of the Forum, were agreed as a true record and the Chairmen authorised to sign them.  
3. THE NEW BIG QUESTION – HEALTHCARE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN FELIXSTOWE  

Katie Ward reported that the Felixstowe Youth Forum had decided to make health their Big Question for the academic year 2009/2010.  Katie had met the student council at Kingsfleet Primary School and talked about health issues for primary age children.  These included healthy eating, exercise and feelings about visiting the doctor and the dentist.  It was decided that school councillors would take these issues back to their class mates to find out which one was their top priority.  At Orwell High School the School Council had already had some discussion about health needs for their age group and two themes were emerging: Teenage Alcohol Abuse and an Anti Smoking Campaign.  Both issues were perceived as problems among Felixstowe teenagers.  They were talking with other students about which of these they wished to develop further.

Katie Ward reported that the Walton GP Surgery was planning to run a Health Festival with the Orwell High School in the Summer.  She encouraged the Youth Forum members to support and participate in this event.  She was also working with Sanctuary Housing in Langley Close whose client group was young people age 16+ who lived alone.  This was a supported housing project with a block of flats/maisonettes.  The residents included 
single men, single women and young mums and babies.  They had agreed on some listening work eg inviting residents to talk about their health issues at the Project Office.  Initial themes emerging were healthy eating, smoking cessation, mens health, mental health and accessing Primary Care services.

Katie reminded the Forum that this project had been started by the Felixstowe Locality Group which wanted to know more about the health of young people in Felixstowe.   Katie thanked the Forum for all its help with the project and the work that had been carried out so far.  

The Forum members were very pleased to learn about the progress being made with the health project.  Susan Robinson told the Forum that the Town Council was helping Sanctuary Housing by providing an allotment.  

4.
MARTELLO COASTAL PATH
Joan Sennington told the Forum about the Martello Coastal Path Project.  The coastal path would follow the sea front as far as possible and much of it would be along the promenade.  The launch will take place on Monday 3rd May 2010 following the Rotary Fun Run.    It would take place in the afternoon and it was hoped that as many people, including young people, as possible would be involved.  There would be walking activities geared to all ages including music.  There would a quiz to find objects along the route of the path and there would be prizes for the quiz.  An artist was producing a book and a map of the path and there would be waymarkers indicating different points of interest along the way.  She was looking forward to seeing everyone on the 3rd May.

5.
EXPLORE CARDS
Doreen Savage told the Forum members that she had found information for them about the Explore Travel cards.  Leaflets were available at the meeting and further leaflets were available from the Town Hall.    The leaflets explained the various discounts available.

6.
ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS
Representatives from the Orwell High School reported that a member of the School Council had told them that they were losing interest in Level2.  They had been asked to go away and provide information about what they would like to see at Level2 so that they could provide feedback.  The representatives from Level2 explained that it was always quieter at Level2 during January.  
Members of the Forum expressed concern that representatives from the Deben High School were not at the meeting.  It was suggested that letters should be sent to the Deben High School and to Kingsfleet School asking why they did not usually attend the meetings.  

The representatives from the Orwell High School told the Forum that they were forging links with schools in Uganda and the USA.  They would ask whether they had Youth Forums.

7.
LEVEL2 ITEMS
The representatives from Level2 told the Forum that they had a full Easter programme.  They would be opening every afternoon after Easter except on the Bank Holiday Monday. 
The representative from Level2 introduced three skaters who had some concerns about the Skate Park.  They explained that one of the flood lights had not been working for some time.  The concrete was slippery.  Planting had begun around the Skate Park.  They were concerned that deciduous trees were being used because they would create leaves which would be a problem on the surface of the Park.  They had asked for evergreens.  The skaters had volunteered to take part in the planting but they had not been consulted or involved.  There was also a problem with stones from the gabions getting on to the Skate Park.

Doreen Savage explained that the flood light would be repaired on 17th March.  She would contact Suffolk Coastal Services about the planting and the stones.  She was very sorry that the young people had not been involved in the planting.  Daniel King confirmed that stones could be a problem and he would contact colleagues at Suffolk Coastal District Council about this.  The contractors needed to look at this issue.
The skaters explained that they did sweep the stones from the Skate Park.  Adrian Woolton told the Forum that brooms were available from the Boost Bus.  The skaters were also concerned that Community Police did not visit the site very often and Joan Sennington agreed to follow this up.    
Doreen Savage reported that the waste bins for the Skate Park had now been delivered and they had the logo.  They would be installed shortly. 
8.
BOOST ITEMS
Adrian Woolton told the Forum that the Boost Bus was visiting the Skate Park three nights a week.  It was visiting the Deben High School on Friday from 3-5.30pm.  It was hoping to get to Trimley as soon as possible and was also hoping to get to the Orwell High School.  Jo Dyer agreed to liaise with Pat Doyle about this.    

9.
LANGER SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives from Langer School told the Forum that they had been talking about young peoples’ health issues.  They invited Katie Ward to visit the School.

10.
COLNEIS SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives from Colneis School told the Forum that they would be holding a jumble sale on Saturday from 2pm-4pm in aid of the swimming pool.  The School play, Mary Poppins, would take place on the last three days of term.

11.
SOUNDWAVES
Daniel King told the Forum about the Soundwaves event at the Spa.  There were three bands from Felixstowe and this was a great opportunity for anyone who had not experienced live music.  

12.
FELIXSTOWE IN FLOWER
Susan Robinson reminded the Forum members that the 2010 Felixstowe in Flower scheme was about to start.  She thanked all the Primary Schools who had taken part in previous years.  They would be receiving information soon about the growbag, Environmental and Painting Competitions.  She hoped that the High Schools and Level2 might think about joining the competitions this year.

13.
CHANGES AT THE TOWN COUNCIL
Susan Robinson introduced her successor, Caroline Barrett, who would be taking over as Town Clerk at the beginning of April and would be helping the Forum in the future.  Susan told the Forum how much she had enjoyed working with the members since the Forum was first set up.  She was so pleased that the Forum was such a success.

14.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Forum would be held on Wednesday 5th May 2010 at 4.00pm at Felixstowe Town Hall.  The Chairman will be Causton Primary School.

