MINUTES OF THE FELIXSTOWE YOUTH FORUM

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14th JANUARY 2009
Present:
Alex Stewart and Harry Stewart Chairmen (Level2 and Orwell High School)

Ant Cartwright (Level2)
Callum Coote, Rosalind Needs and Carra Seeley (Causton School)

Nat Adams, Vishal Gupta, Helena Whitney and Yvonne Woods (Colneis School) 
Rob Cawley and Harriet Ley (Deben High School)

Natasha Bulloch, Alex Murray and V Warner (Langer School)

    
Sandra Bryant, Doreen Savage Joan Sennington and Susan Robinson (Felixstowe Town Council)

In Attendance: Nick Bunker, The Landscape Partnership

Janice Conington, SYCS Youthworker.


Daniel King, Suffolk Coastal District Council.



Sarah Shinnie, Suffolk Coastal District Council.



Rosemary Jones, Felixstowe Town Council.
1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Grange School, Kingsfleet School and representatives of Deben High School.

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 5th NOVEMBER 2008 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 5th November, 2008, previously circulated to all members of the Forum, were agreed as a true record and the Chairmen authorised to sign them.  
Lorraine Spall told the Forum that Lynn Mash had now moved to another post.  She would let the Forum know as soon as Lynn’s replacement was known.
3. LOTTERY APPLICATION – FELIXSTOWE SEAFRONT GARDENS
Nick Bunker from the Landscape Partnership told the Forum that an application for funds to refurbish and improve the Spa Gardens was being made.  The Landscape Partnership was consulting about the design for the gardens and what facilities should be provided.  It was the intention to use the gardens for a wider audience.  Some ideas were the introduction of a performance base by the Spa Pavilion which could be used by the Schools; a large adventure playground; smaller play spaces and the conversion of the ground floor of the Spa Pavilion to an education centre.  These ideas were at a early stage and he would welcome the input of young people and the Schools into this process.  He would be interested to know what young people needed from the space and whether they would use it.  It was the intention that the Gardens would be much more community based.

The Chairmen suggested that this would fit in well with the “Big Question” – How can we make Felixstowe a better place ?  The Members of the Forum agreed that this was a good idea and at the next meeting the Big Question should be expanded to include the improvement of the seafront gardens.  

Nick Bunker showed the Forum a map of the design proposals which he would leave with the Forum.  This would let everyone get a good idea of the concepts.

The Forum discussed the lottery bid.  A question was asked about access to the beach and how long the project would take.  Nick explained that it might be necessary to raise the sea wall as part of the sea defence work.  It was hoped to put in a feature wall which would not be such a barrier.  It was hoped that the project would start in 2012 and would take approximately 2 years.  

Members of the Forum asked if it would be possible to access the information through a website.  The Forum Members agreed to take the proposals back to their School Councils so that they could be discussed again at the next meeting.  

The Chairmen thanked Nick for his very interesting presentation.  
4. THE BIG QUESTION – HOW CAN WE MAKE FELIXSTOWE A BETTER PLACE ?
The Chairman reminded the Forum that the Big Question was “How can we make Felixstowe a better place ?” . This fitted in well with the presentation and discussion about the lottery bid for the Spa Gardens.   Previous Big Questions had included How can we be safer ? and had resulted in the Safer Cycling Project.

The Forum then discussed the Big Question.   Some of the issues highlighted by Colneis School were:

Better /covered rubbish bins
Better parking closer to beach

A quality centre for teenagers to meet

More cycle lanes

Encourage better shops with young people in mind (shopping arcade)

Wildlife Park

Family Fun Zone

Bigger better cinema (suitable films for young)

Cleaner public toilets (more)

Pier (improved condition/facilities)

Improved Carnival

Better parks and facilities (basketball, skate, football etc)

Facilities which are provided should work !

Very improved seafront (lights, picnic areas, sheltered seating, games, facilities).  We are a seaside town !

Art Gallery – think young

Clean, modern well run ‘nightclub’ offering a range of ages music etc

Camp site

Involvement in planning specific things – talk to young people

A heated outdoor swimming pool.

A graffiti site for teenagers. 
More play equipment in parks – particularly Langer Park - supervised by a strict grumpy police officer.

Doreen Savage explained that there was a big play scheme planned for Langer Park.  In the summer there had been a “Play in the Park” event organised by Suffolk Coastal District Council which had been attended by 70-80 young people who had filled in consultation forms.  

An open air theatre – perhaps on the Sunday Market Site.

A non smoking and non alcoholic town.

Pedalos on the sea.  

A mini Hamleys.

Roller skating rink.

Bowling alley.

Cleaner Town Centre.

More clubs.

Some of the suggestions by Causton School were:

More litter and dog bins.

More Police presence.

Saturday clubs.

Improved parks and recreation grounds.

Removal of graffiti in parks.

Other clubs including basketball.

Cheaper clubs for the under eleven’s.

Zebra crossings near Schools.

Doreen Savage explained that there had been a suggestion to provide a graffiti wall at Mannings Amusements and this had been discussed by the Safer Neighbourhood Team.  It had not been pursued because it was thought that there was not such a problem but it would be worth discussing again in the Safer Neighbourhood Team.  It was pointed out that the graffiti wall had been tried in Kesgrave.  A Member of the Forum commented that she liked the style of graffiti and the plan to have a wall was a good one.    

Langer School commented that the toilets in Langer Park were usually closed.  Doreen Savage explained that it was all to do with money.  It was only possible to open them during certain months of the year.  

The representatives of Langer School asked about the Skate Park.  Sarah Shinnie explained that Suffolk Coastal District Council had asked several companies to quote for the Park to build it.  On Friday young people will be taking part in the choice of the company to build the Park.  It was hoped that the Park will be ready by Easter.

Deben and Orwell High School representatives explained that they would have their contributions concerning the Big Question ready for the next meeting.

Level2 suggested that the big issues were, the Skate Park, the provision of a Nightclub that was clean and more exciting and the future of the Triangle which was a focal point for young people.

Doreen Savage suggested that it might be worth contacting the Sands at Mannings Amusements to see if it was possible to put on a young peoples evening.   Lorraine Spall mentioned that in Kesgrave there had been events in a public house where young people were able to use a back room and Sarah Shinnie confirmed that this had been popular.  

The Chairmen asked the Schools to continue to consider the Big Question so that it could be discussed at the next meeting. 
5.
NEW FORUM MEMBERS
Susan Robinson told the Forum that the Christian Youth Council and HEART foyers had asked whether they could send representatives to the Forum.  A vote was taken and the Forum Members unanimously agreed that the Christian Youth Council and HEART foyers should become Members of the Forum.     

6. LANGER SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives of Langer School asked about dancing lessons, particularly in the High Schools and Primary Schools.  The representative of Deben High School explained that there were dance clubs at the Deben High School.  Doreen Savage explained that Susanne Lowe was trying to start up dance groups and she would contact her.  Sarah Shinnie referred to the Sports Unlimited Scheme which could provide finance for clubs.  She would forward the details to Langer School.  She introduced Daniel King who was the new Arts and Sports Development Officer at Suffolk Coastal District Council.  

7. LEVEL2 ITEMS

The representatives of Level2  told the Forum that they had a new programme for the New Year this included a table tennis club; Get Creative which was part of the BBC Blast Initiative and Cook It.    Level2 had a new logo and a new website with 300 hundred hits in the first month.  There would be a couple of mornings for Year 6 to introduce them to Level2.  Two skaters would be at Suffolk Coastal District Council later in the week to take part in the selection of the Company to provide the Skate Park and hopefully it would be in place for Easter.  There would be a Charity Fun Day in aid of the Level2 at the Oaks Children’s Centre on Tuesday 3rd February 2009 from 1pm to 5pm.
Ant Cartwright referred to the Level2 Annual Review.  There had been 9267 visits to Level2 by young people in 2008 and this represented 819 individual young people.     This was increase of 34% over 2007.  Ant introduced Janice Conington who was a new Youth Worker. Janice explained that she would be out and about meeting young people in the town.  
8. DEBEN HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS
Harriet Ley introduced Mr Cawley who was the new Head at Deben High School.  

Harriet told the Forum that the Deben High School was supporting a new Charity Scheme CYAG.  This involved young people around the world.  It would be working in India for the Untouchables.  

The Forum welcomed Mr Cawley.  It was very nice to see him at the meeting.       

9. ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives of the Orwell High School told the Forum that the previous day Suffolk County Council had approved a new super School to be built on the Orwell site.  Doreen Savage explained that this was a change from the original plan for development on both the Deben and Orwell sites with a sixth form on the Deben site.  The representatives of the Deben and Orwell High Schools told the Forum that they had visited London to look at designs.  They had been interested in wi-fi, sports facilities and a bigger focus on technology.       

10. CAUSTON SCHOOL ITEMS

The representatives of Causton School told the Forum that they had been discussing where they felt safer and least safe.  They felt safest in the classroom but least safe at the fence between Orwell High School and Causton School.  The representatives of Orwell High School told the Forum that pupils were not allowed to be near the fence and they would raise this at the School Council.  Causton School was organising a “Causton’s Got Talent” event.

11. COLNEIS SCHOOL ITEMS

The representatives of Colneis School explained that they have been focusing on the Big Question.  

12. BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE
The Forum Members discussed transport to the new Felixstowe School.  They pointed out that it would be a very long journey from parts of the town and asked whether there would be transport.  It was agreed that this was a key issue.  The access to the School was also important because it would need a new entrance, probably off Hawkes Lane.  Cycle lanes to the School would also be important.

13. COTTON AND JUTE BAGS
Susan Robinson explained that the Town Council, encouraged by Councillor Bryant, was providing cotton and jute bags which were reusable as an alternative to plastic bags.  Bags were available for all Members of the Forum.  

14. BANDS IN THE BAR
Sarah Shinnie told the Forum that there would be a competition for local bands at the Spa Pavilion in the lounge seating area.  This would start in April and dance mats would be available.  

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING        

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Forum would be held on Wednesday, 11th March, 2009 at 3.45 p.m. at Walton Community Hall.  The Chairman would be Causton Junior School. 

