MINUTES OF THE FELIXSTOWE YOUTH FORUM

HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 11th MAY 2011
Present:     
Jasmine Mitchell and Laura Nickless (Chairmen), (Orwell High School)
Jo Dyer (Orwell High School)

Sue Moss and Lewis Seago (Causton School)

Ronnie Bullock, Bronwen Pitcher and Niamh Roberts (Colneis Junior School)

Jenny Mackenzie, Carina Nickless, George Rawnsley and Chloe Smith (Grange Primary School) 

Bethany-Ann Foley, Emily Hinton and Lisa Wilson (Langer School)
Frankie Apperley, Ant Cartwright and Ellie Nixon (Level2)

Daniel King (Suffolk Coastal District Council)

Caroline Barrett, Doreen Savage and Joan Sennington (Felixstowe Town Council).
1.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 16th MARCH 2011 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 16th March 2011, previously circulated to all members of the Forum, were agreed as a true record and the Chairmen authorised to sign them.  
2. COMPETITION TO DESIGN A TOWN SIGN
Councillor Savage explained that a resident had contacted the Town Council to suggest an idea of the town having a town sign in the newly refurbished Triangle area.  This suggestion was discussed at the Shared Space Project Board who were dealing with the new Triangle area, and they thought this was a good idea to look into further.  The Board decided to ask Members of the Youth Forum if any school children and young people would be interested in designing a town sign, in the form of a competition, perhaps using some of the most important elements of Felixstowe.  Members of the Youth Forum were asked to take this idea back to their schools/schools councils.  Felixstowe Town Council would provide a prize for the winner and runner up.  Designs should be A4 size, and sent to the Town Council before or at the next meeting (on Wednesday 22nd June).

Councillor Sennington said that when a competition to design a logo for the Youth Forum was run a number of years ago, the response was really good, and it was hoped there would be many entries for the town sign.  Some members of the Youth Forum thought that there would be more entries if people knew what the prize was.  It was agreed that some further information with some guidelines would be emailed to the schools.

3. ANNUAL YOUTH FORUM LITTERPICK IN FELIXSTOWE
The Clerk said that at the last meeting, the date was agreed – Thursday 16th June – but there may be some issues on timing with lessons and lunch breaks to juggle.  After discussions, it was agreed that the Litterpick would be from 1.30 – 2.30pm, meeting at Morrisons car park at 1.30pm.  Quite a few volunteers had come forward already and it was hoped that it would be a success.  
4. ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS
Representatives from Orwell High School said that a very exciting evening was happening on 12th May.  Orwell’s entry into a competition to create an anti smoking film had been shortlisted.  All the shortlisted entries would be shown at a red carpet Oscars style evening at Ipswich Cineworld.  Orwell’s entry had been put forward in two catagories.  Jo Dyer explained, that all this had led on from the previous Youth Forum’s Big Question on Young People’s Health and Wellbeing, led by Katie Ward, NHS Suffolk.  A group of students from Orwell had used the media suite at Suffolk College and the film starred Orwell pupils (including one of the Chairmen).  If possible, the film could be shown at the next Youth Forum, and everyone was really enthusiastic to see it.  The winners would be decided following showings on the big screen.  Everyone wished Orwell good luck for the night.

Orwell High School were also running a Giving Back to the Community event on Friday 8th July.  This was for senior citizens and there would be a programme of entertainment by students, including dance, drama, bingo, a singalong and a fish and chip lunch for which students had raised the the funds themselves.  Last year’s event was a great day and had been enjoyed by many.

5. CAUSTON JUNIOR SCHOOL ITEMS
Representatives from Causton School said that they were concerned about a large group of young people who were drinking and smoking at the Skateboard Park.  Councillor Savage said she would follow this up with the Police.  Level2 said that the Police were considering putting on a summer skateboard jam event for all ages at the park and were interested in any ideas from young people.  The last skateboard jam there had been a success.  Apparently some children were throwing water balloons and doing one handed stunts.  Some young people had been told to go away by other young people at the park.  Some pupils at Langer School felt they had been stopped from going to the park.  Orwell High School suggested that the schools should take this message back to school assemblies.  Level2 confirmed that the funding for detached youth work had been withdrawn.
6. LEVEL2 ITEMS
Representatives from Level2 said that a lot of young people used the area over the new white footbridge near Blofield Road and asked whether it could be made into a park as it was so popular.  Councillor Savage confirmed that due to the likely cost of installing play equipment and the fact that the available funds were largely used on the existing play parks in the town, this was unlikely.  In addition it was an open greenspace and was likely to be classed as staying so.  Councillor Savage asked the Clerk to add this as an agenda item for the next meeting of the Play/Leisure/Outdoor Sports Facilities for Young People’s Working Party.  The Youth Forum discussed the point that the skateboard park itself was situated in a much larger park, but it seemed some park users were becoming quite territorial.  Possibly some structured activity could be considered, such as the Level2 kite flying event, however, this maybe reliant on available funding.  Representatives from Level2 also asked when the swings in Seaton Road Park would be replaced.   They had been taken away for repair sometime ago.  Councillor Savage agreed to look into this.

7. BOOST BUS
Councillor Savage reported that sadly the Boost Bus was no longer in service however other ideas for youth groups in the town were being looked at.
8. SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL ITEMS

Daniel King said that Suffolk Coastal District Council were running a number of Team Suffolk Coastal Training Sessions which were taster sessions for lots of types of sports activities to encourage young people to come and have a go.  These included athletics, badminton, basketball, cycling, hockey, judo, skatepark (skateboarding and BMX), squash, table tennis, tag rugby and tennis.  Many events were running in Felixstowe, some after school and some at weekends.  Daniel King encouraged participation and information was being given to schools to promote.  This was intended to lead up to the Suffolk Youth Games which was on Sunday 10th July.  It was hoped a team from Felixstowe could be entered as there were many talented youngsters in the district.  Last year putting a team together from Felixstowe was struggle, though not for lack of talent.  Daniel King also said that information regarding school holiday activities would be sent to  schools soon, mainly for Years 5-7.
9. LANGER SCHOOL ITEMS
Representatives from Langer School asked what was happening with the mosaic at the train station which pupils from the school had designed and made with a local artist a few years ago.  Councillor Savage said that some pieces had become/been removed and there were some concerns about public safety.  If it was decided this should be reinstated, the school wanted to remain involved.

10. COLNEIS SCHOOL ITEMS  
A representative from Colneis School said she had gone to the beach and seen people dropping rubbish and not paying for car parking tickets.  Everyone agreed this was disappointing.

11. CAUSTON SCHOOL ITEMS
A representative from Causton School said he attended Felixstowe Rugby Club and this was a really good and enjoyable activity.  The sessions were every Wednesday in the season from 6-7pm for girls and boys at Coronation Park.  Everyone was welcome to come along for either tag rugby or contact rugby depending on age.  Further information on www.frufc.co.uk.

12. VOLUNTEER FOR YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE ON LIBRARIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Councillor Sennington reminded Members of the Youth Forum that she had previously asked whether there were any volunteers willing to attend the two meetings a year of the Libraries Advisory Committee.  Two names were offered which were appreciated.

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting of the Forum would be held on Wednesday 22nd June 2011 at 4.00pm at Felixstowe Town Hall to be chaired by Causton Junior School.  
