MINUTES OF THE FELIXSTOWE YOUTH FORUM

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th MAY 2009
Present:
Nat Adams, Vishal Gupta and Helena Whitney, Chairmen (Colneis School) 

Yvonne Woods (Colneis School)

Harry Stewart (Level2 and Orwell High School)

Sean Bennett, Ant Cartwright, Peter Twagira (Level2)

Bobby Blaza, Jo Dyer and Amy Edwards (Orwell High School)
    
Angel Goodwin, Doreen Savage and Susan Robinson (Felixstowe Town Council)

In Attendance: Willem Ball and Josh Beke, Skate Space
 Christopher Leffler, Friends of Felixstowe Seafront Gardens.



 Lorraine Spall, PCSO Safer Schools.

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Bryant, Sennington, Daniel King from Suffolk Coastal District Council and representatives of Causton School.

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 11th MARCH 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 11th March 2009, previously circulated to all members of the Forum, were agreed as a true record and the Chairmen authorised to sign them.  
3. THE BIG QUESTION – HOW CAN WE MAKE LITTERING UNCOOL ?
Susan Robinson reminded the Forum that each year it took part in the “Springclean”.  Members of the Forum agreed that they would like to take part again in 2009.  They discussed various locations and agreed that the area of the beach adjacent to the pier would be a good place for a clean up.  It was agreed that the litter pick would take place on Thursday 25th June between 12 noon and 1pm on the beach adjacent to the pier.  Susan Robinson would make the arrangements and would notify all the Forum Members.  

The representatives from Orwell High School told the Forum that they had received the CD from the Big Tidy Up and were going to use it in assemblies.  They were going to put together a drama piece based on the issues raised as part of the Big Tidy Up.  They agreed to provide a copy of the CD to Colneis School.

The Forum then discussed “How Can We Make Littering Uncool ?”.  The Forum discussed the possibility of a slogan such as “Don’t Be a Tosser”.  It was agreed that a poster competition could be held to raise awareness of the issues.  The competition would be held during the next academic year and the arrangements would be agreed at the first meeting of the year.  Susan Robinson would contact James Fletcher for advice.

4. FELIXSTOWE IN FLOWER 2009
Susan Robinson reported that the 2009 Felixstowe in Flower scheme was now underway.  The scheme always received a lot of good support from the Primary Schools who entered the Gro Bag, Environmental and Tallest Sunflower Competitions.  It was hoped that other Schools and youth organisations might take part in 2009.  The representatives of the Orwell High School suggested that their Land and Environment Group might take part in Felixstowe in Flower.  Year 7 was also undertaking planting at the School.

The Chairmen then welcomed Christopher Leffler to the meeting.  He explained that an application had been made by Suffolk Coastal District Council to the Heritage Lottery Fund to restore the Spa Gardens.  The Gardens went back to the 1890’s but little work had been done there for the last 50 years.  Local support was needed for the Gardens and the Heritage Lottery bid and this had led to the setting up of the “Friends of Felixstowe Seafront Gardens”.  They were trying to set up a partnership with lots of different local people who would come together to help look after the gardens.  They had already started weeding some of the beds and he asked whether some of the young people might like to become involved.   It was hoped that there would be some modern and different facilities in the Gardens including an Adventure Playground.  He suggested that Schools might like to take an interest in a particular plot.

Doreen Savage asked whether Forum Members would be interested in becoming part of the “Friends of the Seafront Gardens”.  It was agreed that the Schools would take this back to their School Councils.  

The Forum discussed problems with vandalism in the Spa Gardens.  Lorraine Spall explained that the Gardens were popular with “free running” and this was very dangerous.  It was hoped to discourage people from this activity and from vandalism.  The “Friends of the Spa Gardens” could encourage people that the area belonged to them and discourage misuse.
5. LEVEL2 ITEMS

Harry Stewart reported on behalf of Level2 that it was still open thanks to financial support from a number of sources.  However, the hours of youth workers had been reduced.  It was hoped to open from Monday to Friday evenings in the Summer.  It might be necessary to find another location and asked whether anyone knew of a suitable site.  He then introduced Willem Ball and Josh Beke from Skate Space.

The representatives from Skate Space explained that they have been involved for two to three years.  They have been involved with raising money for the new Skate Park and its design.  The Skate Park would be suitable for skateboards, BMX’s and inliners.  The design would be suitable for both beginners and for more advanced skaters.  It would be covered by CCTV.  They planned that the people who used it would look after it.  The official launch was planned for the beginning of September and they hoped that the Mayor would attend.  

Doreen Savage explained that work should start the following week.  There would be bunding and planting.  There had been a lot of concerns by local residents and it was now up to the skaters and BMXers to show that they were responsible users.  They needed to become well organised and get a management committee together.  

The representatives from Skate Space emphasised that skateboarding was a sport just like tennis and football and that they were normal people.  Lorraine Spall emphasised that if there were any problems they could contact her or Andy Hillman.

Harry Stewart told the Forum that Level2 had benefited as one of the Mayor’s Charities.  The Mayor’s Charity Ball had raised money for Level2 and Home-start.

Harry Stewart reminded the Forum that SCTV was a Youth Forum covering the Suffolk Coastal area.  From the end of May Level2 would take over support for SCTV and Sean would be the contact.

6.
ORWELL HIGH SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives from Orwell High School told the Forum that the Community Day would be held on the 29th June and that local senior citizens would be invited.  They hoped that Causton School would also be involved.  Young people at the School were raising money for the fish and chips and they were hoping to hold an non uniform day. 
7.
COLNEIS SCHOOL ITEMS
The representatives from Colneis School told the Forum that the swimming pool was now finished.  The grand opening would be on Saturday 9th May.  People could arrive from 2-4pm and bring a picnic.  They would have the opportunity to swim in the pool.  There would be swimming lessons available in the future for any age group.  Mr Payne had run the marathon in the aid of the pool.  Members of the Forum referred to many individuals from Felixstowe who had successfully completed the marathon for various charities. 

8. FELIXSTOWE BORED KIDS
Susan Robinson reported she had received a request from Felixstowe Bored Kids to join the Forum. The representatives of Level2 explained that Mike Peck would be meeting Felixstowe Bored Kids shortly and it was agreed that the request to join the Forum would be considered at the next meeting of the Forum when the outcome of the meeting with Mike Peck was known.

9. LANGER PARK
Doreen Savage told the Forum that the new play equipment for Langer Park would be installed shortly.  £75,000 was being spent on play in the park.

10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next meeting of the Forum would be held on Wednesday 24th June 2009 at 3.45pm at Walton Community Hall.  The Chairman would be Grange Primary School.  
