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It has been an honour and a privilege to be the Mayor of Felixstowe and I would like to thank everyone on the Council who voted me into this wonderful position.   It has been quite a remarkable year and I have loved almost every moment – the only down side being the very difficult Local Development Framework meeting about which many will be aware.
There are three very separate parts to being Mayor: firstly there is the business side, 
secondly there is the civic side, where the Mayor hosts certain functions on behalf of Felixstowe, and thirdly there is the more informal side, where the Mayor attends many different functions actually representing the town of Felixstowe.  The Mayor also represents Felixstowe at civic functions arranged by Mayors and Chairmen of other towns and organisations in the District.
One of the most important jobs that the Mayor has to do is to chair the Town Council Meetings where the strategy for the future of Felixstowe is brought before the Council, discussed and actions agreed.   The Town Council is a consultee in respect of proposals being put forward by other Councils, and these discussions and actions are therefore very important.   The Mayor also sits on other Committees as ‘ex officio’ to represent Felixstowe.

The Town Council runs the cemetery in Felixstowe and, in partnership with the Allotment Association, deals with the administration and running of the allotments.  In this day and age allotments are highly sought after and therefore dealing with these has become a growing part of the work of the Council.   The Town Council plays an important role in co-ordinating Felixstowe in Flower, and Felixstowe was successful once again in the Anglia in Bloom contest, gaining a Silver Medal.
The partnerships the Town Council has forged with other organisations are still working well and have been a very worthwhile exercise.   In particular, the links with the twin town of Wesel and partnership in Salzwedel continue to strengthen.   It was a pleasure to be part of their visit to Felixstowe and also to visit them.   

The various community activities held at both Broadway House and Walton Community Centre continue to thrive.   As far as the Town Hall is concerned, following the refurbishment project it has been used increasingly during the last twelve months.   It has gone from strength to strength, and the grant of the formal licence to conduct weddings here at this unique venue has certainly proved to be a success.    
The work going on outside the Town Hall is part of the regeneration programme for Felixstowe and the ‘Shared Space Project’ going up Bent Hill and into Hamilton Road.   This may be controversial but when finished it is hoped it will be better for everyone and also for the future of Felixstowe as a place to visit.   The Spa Gardens project is still ongoing, as is the work of Felixstowe Futures.
During this year, Felixstowe Town Council has been awarded the Quality Town Certificate.  This is a nationally recognised award which is very prestigious, and entailed a great deal of work from all the staff of the Town Hall.   The Town of Felixstowe has also now officially been given Fair Trade Town status.   Two other notable events for the Town were the opening of the Skate Park, and also very recently the launch of the Martello Coast Path.   
The Town Council agreed to be part of Duncan Bannatyne’s series on television called ‘Seaside Rescue’ as it was felt to be a way of promoting Felixstowe as a place to visit.   This programme has been aired recently and has provoked a cross section of views.   It has however without a doubt put Felixstowe on the map!
Sadly during my year as Mayor the deaths were announced of two past Chairmen of the former Urban District Council, Helena Davey and John Mumford.  John Mumford was also a Felixstowe Mayor.

The more formal civic side of being Mayor starts with the Civic Service which is to seek God’s blessing on the work of the Council and also to ask for God’s guidance.  This is followed by the Civic Reception where representatives from various organisations who contribute to the good of Felixstowe are invited.  For the first time a Civic Carol Service was arranged and was well attended even though the weather was atrocious.   
The Mayor’s Ball is the last big civic function of the year and is in aid of the Mayor’s Charities.  This year these were the Felixstowe Alzheimer’s Carers’ Group and Felixstowe Friends of St. Elizabeth Hospice.  I am delighted to say that with various fundraising activities throughout the year, the magnificent sum of £7,000.00 was raised and has been divided equally between the two Charities.   I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone, including family and friends, who contributed and supported the events.  The volunteers from both these organisations have also been very helpful and supportive.
Earlier in May, the Mayor’s Civic Awards ceremony took place.   The HMS Ganges Award, which is the Youth Trophy to mark the outstanding contribution any one individual has made to their organisation, was presented jointly to Kiomi Ashby for her work with Level2, and to Andrew Cracknell for his work with the Scout movement, voluntary work at Orwell School and also the Salvation Army.  

The Mayor’s Award is given to individuals who it is felt have contributed to Felixstowe as a community.   As always there were five awards and these were as follows: to Maurice Barber for his work with the Allotment Association and Felixstowe in Flower; to Pat and Glenn George for the way they have improved the areas of Eastward Ho! and The Grove by clearing the litter on an ongoing basis; to Mary Mathers who regularly volunteers in various ways to improve the lives of others; to Christine McIntyre for her volunteer work and commitment with the Swimming Club; and to Andrew Rayner for his work with local schools and raising money for various charities.

This year a new award was introduced specifically to recognise an organisation’s contribution to the community.   The winner of the inaugural ‘Felixstowe Town Council Organisation Award’ was ‘Top Time’, a group for older people and their carers, run by staff at Felixstowe Library.   Other nominations who were given Certificates of Commendation were as follows: The Has Beens, a skiffle group who play for donations only which are given in their entirety to the East Anglia Children’s Hospice; Level2 for the work they do with the youth of the Town; and The Lions Club of Felixstowe who, amongst many other things, maintain and erect the Christmas decorations for the Town.

Armistice Day is one of the most important occasions that the Mayor attends.   It is a time to honour those who gave their lives so that we may have the life we have today.   It was a very moving occasion once again this year and I was very proud to lay the wreath on behalf of Felixstowe.  The British Legion does sterling work all through the year to help those affected by war including those who have recently served in Afghanistan and I have had the privilege to attend several of their functions.  I also attended the unveiling of the Plaque at Landguard to honour those who served with HMS Beehive, and the unveiling of the new war memorial in Martlesham.

John and I have attended many functions featuring young people including schools, the guides, who have just had their 100 year celebrations, the scouts, various sporting events and drama and musical evenings.  There have been 100th birthday celebrations, a 70th wedding anniversary, summer fetes, visits to theatres, awards ceremonies, dinners, opening various establishments and the launch of the Town Pastors.  

Christmas actually begins with the switching on of the lights at the Triangle, maintained and erected by 'The Lions'.   John and I then visited most of the Retirement Homes in Felixstowe and were made most welcome.   Christmas day started at the beach where the brave took the plunge in aid of the St. Elizabeth Hospice and then it was on to the Fire Station, Community Hospital and the Salvation Army, where Christmas lunch was being served.  

This year there have been two very memorable occasions in the life of Felixstowe Town Council where, as Mayor, I hosted a reception to congratulate Councillor Doreen Savage on becoming an MBE, and latterly a lunch to mark the retirement of the Town Clerk, Mrs Susan Robinson, who had served Felixstowe Town Council for the last 29 years.   We wish her well in her retirement and welcome our new Town Clerk, Caroline Barrett.    Good wishes for retirement also go to Rosemary Brown who has worked for the Town Council for some 26 years, dealing with the finance of the Council, the cemetery and also as a leading part of Felixstowe in Flower.
My thanks go to the staff of the Town Hall, especially Celia, who have all been so very helpful during my time as Mayor and also my Deputy, Cllr Jon Garfield and his wife Jan, who have attended several functions when I have been elsewhere.   I would also like to take this opportunity to wish them well during their Mayoral year.   I would also like to thank John for being there for me and everyone, you know who you are, who have helped and encouraged me throughout the year.   Many thanks and God Bless.

Councillor Angel Goodwin
